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Mr. Fariz Ismailzade
Executive Vice Rector 
ADA University

Good morning, Mr. Minister,
Mr. Rector, distinguish ambas-
sadors, guests of ADA University, 
students, and friends; Welcome 
to ADA University, welcome to 
our international conference 
dedicated to the 100th 
anniversary of Diplomatic 
Service of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan. Using this 
opportunity, I would like to 
congratulate, on behalf of our 
team, all diplomats of Azerbaijan 
during this wonderful holiday 
and wish them all the best in 
their future work. 

Today’s conference is 
jointly organized by ADA 
University and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Today we will 
discuss the past 100 years:  
the successes, the challenges, 
and the development course 
of Azerbaijani diplomacy and 
foreign policy. In addition, we 
will discuss the future trends, 
opportunities, and plans of 
our foreign policy. We are very 
honored to have here with us 
His Excellency the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, Elmar 
Mammadyarov. We are also very 
honored to have a distinguished 
panel of experts and policy 
makers who will discuss today 
the foreign policy of Azerbaijan. 
Among the members of the panel 
are: former Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Turkey, Dr. Hikmet 
Chetin; Professor of Princeton 
University, Michael Reynolds; 
Chairman of the Parliamentary 
Committee on Foreign Relations, 

Dr. Samed Seyidov; Professor of 
Georgetown University, Brenda 
Shaffer; Member of Parliament, 
Professor Musa Qasimli; from 
the European Policy Centre, Dr. 
Amanda Paul; from the European 
Parliament, Eldar Mamedov, and 
many other experts. 

We are also honored today 
to have several guests from 
different countries. We are joined 
by rectors from diplomatic 
institutions of Ukraine, Georgia, 
and Moldova. We are also joined 
by Summer Energy School 
participants from 11 countries: 
Russia, Egypt, Pakistan, the USA, 
Greece, Turkey, Mexico, Hungary, 
Australia, and Bulgaria. And 
last but not least, we are joined 
by young Azerbaijani students 
who aspire to be diplomats; 
they are seated on the second 
floor, and they are members 
of our Volunteer Diplomacy 
Club.  Hopefully, they will enjoy 
today’s event and be future 
ambassadors for many years to 
come. 

Thank you very much for 
taking your time to join our event 
and our celebration. Once again, 
congratulations to all diplomats:  
former diplomats and current 
diplomats. Now, after these 
opening remarks, I would like 
to pass the floor to someone 
who has been with Azerbaijani 
Diplomacy from the very early 
years of our independence, our 
first ambassador to Washington, 
D.C., and currently the rector of 
our diplomatic institution, the 
school which cultivates future 
diplomats, Ambassador Rector 
Hafiz Pashayev. Thank you. 
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Amb. Hafiz Pashayev 
Deputy Foreign Minister of the
Republic of  Azerbaijan 
Rector, ADA University 

Good morning, Mr. Minister, 
good morning Hikmet bey, 
ambassadors, and members 
of parliament. There are so 
many distinguish people here; 
I shall not address you name by 
name, but it is a real pleasure 
for me to greet all of you here 
on this important occasion. We 
are celebrating the 100-year 
anniversary of our Azerbaijani 
Diplomacy. Among all jubilee 
dates, actually, 100 years is 
probably the most meaningful 
and important. So, last year 
we celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of the Azerbaijan 
Democratic Republic and we, 
at our university, celebrated 
it with conferences, public 
presentations and publications. 
Today is a day of diplomacy 
and this country became 
independent for the first time, as 
everybody knows, in 1918, and 
that was time when, obviously, 
the creation of diplomacy was 
probably the most important 
issue. 

 Last year we published few 
books about ADR and I was the 
editor of some of them. I read 
the history of the creation of our 
diplomacy and I have seen what 
a difficult process that was. 
Most importantly, of course, 
it is worth to mention one of 
the first diplomats, Alimardan 
bay Topchubashov, who played 

an instrumental role in the 
recognition of the Independence 
of Azerbaijan in 1918-1920. And 
the most meaningful event, of 
course, was the participation of 
the delegation from Azerbaijan 
in the Paris Peace Conference. 
Given all the difficulties I 
mentioned, they showed that the 
path of Azerbaijani diplomacy 
was not always an easy one. I just 
want to mention the fact that to 
get visas for Paris, to go to this 
conference in Paris, they stayed 
in Istanbul for several months 
and with great aspirations they 
tried to get these visas to be part 
of this international conference. 
The conference itself, I think, 
was also very meaningful for 
Azerbaijan because Azerbaijan 
was de facto recognized as an 
independent state. And, most 
valuable, in my view, was the 
meeting of  the Azerbaijani 
delegation with the President 
of the United States, Woodrow 
Wilson. In his very important 
quote, President Wilson stated 
that he had met people from 
Azerbaijan who spoke the 
same language, meaning that 
their democracy, their values 
of democracy, of human rights 
and of independence were very 
close to what the United States 
itself aspired.

 So, if we come to the 
contemporary history of our 
diplomacy–it is almost, I would 
say, 30 years old–we are part of 
this and, once again, I must say 
that there has not been an easy 
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way to our diplomacy and this 
is still due to understandable 
reasons. We are still struggling 
to make Azerbaijan a country 
which deserves to be a real and 
very meaningful part of the 
international community. From 
my own memory, I can tell you 
that starting with finding offices 
in different countries in order to 
put embassies there, to sending 
our first ambassadors to such 
foreign places, I think that all of 
them endured many interesting 
and meaningful stories. I would 
expect that in the future, many 
books will be written on this. 

 Next to me is Hikmet bey 
Chetin. Hikmet bey was the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Turkey at that time, when our 
flag was raised at the United 
Nations, and …Hasan Hasanov, 
he served proudly, of course, 
as our first ambassador to 
the UN. Together, they found 
some space, initial space for 
Azerbaijani diplomats, to work 
properly in Turkish facilities, 
a Turkish house. And many 
others also… I know that even 
our current Minister of Energy, 
who is sitting in the audience, 
was a young diplomat who was 
happy indeed to be with the 
office of Turkish diplomats. 

 So, as I have said, this is 
a very, I would say, difficult 
history, a difficult story, but 
at the same time it is a very 
romantic one. Because all 
ambassadors of Azerbaijan in 
different countries out there 

can tell you the details of the 
aspirations of Azerbaijan to stay 
independent, for more than 23 
months.  I think that this was 
the driving force for all of them 
to work hard, to be able to help 
Azerbaijan to be recognized, as I 
have said, as a full member of the 
international community. From 
recent history, I have to mention 
that our late President Heydar 
Aliyev, of course, was the biggest 
and most important diplomat of 
Azerbaijani foreign policy. And 
starting from 1993, I was part 
of this process myself, and I 
saw how very stressful, yet very 
enjoyable were the times that 
we were going through. I also 
just want to mention one fact, 
that up until the end of his days, 
President Heydar Aliyev could 
not understand the situation 
in which the US Congress kept 
a ban on Azerbaijan, a ban on 
foreign assistance. I had my 
own explanations about the 
specificities of American foreign 
policy, an explanation which did 
not satisfy him at all.

 Of course, our diplomacy 
has made a lot of progress. One 
fact I have to mention… it was 
in 2006 when the number of 
diplomatic representatives in 
foreign countries had doubled 
in just one year. This was the 
reason why President Ilham 
Aliyev decided to establish a 
Diplomatic Academy, a school 
where our diplomats would get 
training and would be prepared 
for hard work overseas, 
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in Europe and in different 
countries. So, we are now on 
the premises of ADA University 
which was created initially as 
Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy. 
We are still a part of our Foreign 
Ministry and we believe that we 
will stay as part of it despite of 
the fact that now the activities 
of our school are very broad. We 
became a really big university. 
And we are continuing to train 
our diplomats. I have been told 
that up until today, we have 
trained 460 diplomats in our 
school. So, we are devoted to 
such diplomatic training.  At the 
same time that our mission has 
expanded abroad, we are now 
proud to say that in different 
sectors of our economy, you can 
meet many graduates of ADA 
University. And, even now, we, 
in our school, in our university, 
we have 2,500 students who 
are preparing themselves to 
continue working hard, to make 
sure that Azerbaijan will be, 
as I have said, a really strong 
member of the international 
community.

 Thank you to all of you, for 
coming and participating in this 
important conference.  I believe 
that our distinguished panelists 
will tell many stories about the 
development of our diplomatic 
service. Thank you very much. 
And now I want to give the 
floor to our Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Elmar Mammadyarov, 
who just came back from a long 
trip to Peru.
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Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

Thank you very much, 
Ambassador Pashayev, for your 
statement full of very good 
sentiments. I will continue using 
English in this presentation, but 
tomorrow we are going to have 
our ambassadorial meeting in 
the Foreign Ministry where we 
will definitely use our national 
language. I have few thoughts 
regarding the 100 anniversary 
of the Diplomatic Service of 
Azerbaijan. 

I am always asked by 
journalists what are the major 
foreign policy priorities for 
Azerbaijan and its Foreign 
Ministry. And my response is 
always the same: I think that 
we still need to strengthen our 
independence, we still need 
to strengthen our sovereignty, 
we still need to defend our 
internationally recognized bor-
ders. These are some of the 
major priorities for the foreign 
policy of Azerbaijan. When we 
speak of 100th anniversary 
of the diplomatic service, we 
can learn a lot from the past 
years and from the history. I 
totally agree with Ambassador 
Hafiz Pashayev’s opinion that 
there will be a lot of different 
discussions and follow-ups 
on why in 1920 we did not 
manage to hold our ground 
as an independent country. I 
personally believe that we lost 

our  independence not in 1920, 
but in 1922, when there was 
a decision to join the  Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
These are the realities that we 
should accept and recognize.  

There is a huge debate 
as to why we chose the 9th of 
July as a day of Diplomacy for 
Azerbaijan. We had Ambassador 
Vagif Sadikhov with us at that 
time as Deputy Foreign Minister 
and he looked inside the 
archives to find out which date 
we have to define as the date 
for the establishment of the 
Foreign Ministry of Azerbaijan. 
And we discovered that it was 
the 9th of July when the first 
decree was signed for the 
establishment of the secretariat 
of our Foreign Ministry in 
1919. So this is why we picked 
this day to commemorate our 
diplomats and why we are 
today celebrating our 100th 
anniversary of diplomacy. 
Interestingly, we can look into 
the archives and see that the 
Foreign Ministry at that time was 
located in the building where 
today the State Oil company of 
Azerbaijan- “Aznefts” stands. We 
even managed to put a plaque 
on this building, indicating 
that the first Foreign Ministry 
had been located in this very 
building. Which is another, 
by the way, very symbolic but 
real issue; today we are talking 
about energy diplomacy and we 
recognize that basically the re-
start of Azerbaijani diplomacy 
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was in 1991 after independence 
from the USSR and it was based 
mostly on energy diplomacy. 
And we are still very much 
dedicated to energy diplomacy 
in regards to the promoting of 
Azerbaijan abroad. 

As previously mentioned, 
I have just returned from 
Peru where Azerbaijan gained 
the status of observer of the 
Pacific Alliance, which is a very 
interesting and very important 
international institution uniting 
Latin American states which 
have access to the Pacific Ocean. 
During all my meetings with 
all my colleagues from mostly 
Latin-American states, the 
energy issue was of course the 
number one topic of discussion. 
We recognize that whenever 
we are talking about a new 
Azerbaijan (“new” is probably 
not the correct word, but about 
independent Azerbaijan) many 
things stem from the “Contract 
of the Century” in 1994, when 
the late President Heydar Aliyev 
managed to sign, despite very 
difficult situation when we used 
to be in an active phase of war 
with neighboring Armenia, with 
occupation, internally displaced 
persons, refugees, and so on. 
And we managed to sign this 
contract, which opened huge 
opportunities. Of course, with 
President Ilham Aliyev, the 
successful implementation 
of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan 
pipeline was another new 
opportunity for us. Of course we 

were lucky enough that oil prices 
were on rise in 1994.  When 
discussions on “Contract of the 
Century” had been completed, 
the price of oil was between 
$18 and $20. And then in 2005 
we inaugurated the Baku-
Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline and 
oil prices were much different 
which, I believe, helped a lot to 
Azerbaijan and strengthened 
our independence. 

Returning back to history, 
I think that one of the most 
important elements in our 
diplomacy was the role of 
Azerbaijani delegations to the 
Versailles conference, the Paris 
Peace Conference. Of course, 
there was a huge interest to 
this issue and when we look 
in archives we can see that 
Azerbaijan managed to get 
de-facto recognition of its 
independence by European 
powers, but unfortunately could 
not achieve de-jure recognition. 
We managed to have a number 
of foreign embassies and 
foreign diplomatic presence 
in Azerbaijan, not only from 
the neighboring states but 
also from the countries like 
Poland or France or even Italy. 
Besides that, we also managed 
to send Azerbaijani diplomats 
to missions abroad, at first 
to neighboring states Iran 
and Turkey and then to far 
away states, such as Ukraine. 
Even in Armenia, we got our 
diplomatic representation at 
that time. And, of course, in the 
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specific areas where we needed 
to be with regards to using 
cultural officers, in places like 
Batumi, Simferopol or Anzali, 
Tabriz, Mashhad, and so on. 
So, the presence of Azerbaijani 
diplomats at that time in foreign 
countries was quite important 
and it showed the reality 
when we talk about de facto 
recognition of independence. 

But then when it comes to 
the Soviet era of Azerbaijan, of 
course in 1922, as I mentioned, 
we delegated our defense and 
foreign policy to Moscow. It is an 
open secret that Mr. Stalin was 
interested to see all the Republics 
of USSR as members of the 
United Nations. So, in 1944, he 
reopened the Foreign Ministries 
in all republics of USSR. Lucky 
for us, particularly for me, he 
forgot to close them after World 
War II and that is what in fact 
opened for me the opportunity 
on February 13, 1983 to join the 
Foreign Service of Azerbaijan 
after my graduation from Kiev 
University with a background 
in International Economic 
Relations. A funny story is that 
there were 13 people including 
the driver and the housekeeper 
who served in the Foreign 
Ministry of Azerbaijan at that 
time. Initially the majority of our 
activity was done at the consular 
section because we used to have 
two consul- generals in Baku, 
of Iraq and Iran. And another 
funny story is that in the 80s, 
there was the war between Iran 

and Iraq. By tradition, we used 
to have an official reception on 
the 28th of April, and usually 
I, as a young diplomat would 
stand between the Iranian and 
Iraqi consul generals so that 
there would be no quarreling 
between them. So, that was part 
of my job- to keep these two 
countries separate because they 
officially and formally were at 
war. And also, of course, besides 
the consular section, we used 
to have the protocol section; 
whenever some high level 
dignitaries came to Azerbaijan 
from Moscow as visitors, we 
would provide the protocol 
assistance for their travel. 

A little bit has changed, of 
course, from the point of the 
Iranian Revolution in 1979.  
Azerbaijan is next door to Iran; 
at that time our air space was 
closed, and the majority of 
foreign dignitaries visited Iran 
by the ship named “Guliyev” 
whenever they went. And, it was 
going to and from Anzali and 
Baku that was a part of some of 
our activities. 

Of course, in 1991 when 
we restored our independence, 
we recognized that the foreign 
policy of Azerbaijan needed 
to be much more active rather 
than one could expect. The main 
implication for this was and 
is the war with Armenia, the 
occupation of Azerbaijani lands. 
I remember that just as Hafiz 
Pashayev mentioned Hasan 
Hasanov, the first ambassador 
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to the United Nations, I still 
remember that on the 2nd of 
March I was at that time still 
with the Foreign Ministry of 
Azerbaijan raising the flag of 
Azerbaijan at the United Nations, 
in front of the United Nations, it 
was a source of great pride for 
us. Then we came to our first 
mission abroad, opened in New 
York. For obvious reasons, it was 
extremely important because 
of the war with Armenia. 
Besides this, upon the request 
of Azerbaijan, a Ukrainian 
delegation requested immediate 
meetings of the security council 
to be arranged with regard 
to what was going on in the 
war between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia. And then, after some 
very long discussions on April 
30th 1993, the first UN Security 
Council resolution number 822 
was adopted. The discussions on 
this resolution were enormously 
difficult because there was some 
very difficult communication 
and intense negotiations. 
Pakistan was at that time the 
chair of the security council 
and Pakistani Ambassador in 
UN made many consultations to 
pass this resolution on the last 
day of Pakistan’s chairmanship. 
I believe that it was a huge 
success for Azerbaijani 
diplomacy. It is absolutely 
obvious that even now after 
so many years, we still make 
reference to the Security Council 
resolutions because sometimes 
Armenian propaganda says 

that it was done only to stop 
military activity. It was not 
because of military activity. The 
Security Council resolutions do 
not have a date of expiration, 
they always project into time. 
That is why, if you look inside 
international relations you can 
find that references are made 
even for resolutions adopted by 
the Security Council in 1948, or 
1949,  and so forth. So the victory 
in UN was very important for us. 

And then we continued the 
expansion of our foreign service 
presence in many countries. 
We recognize that Azerbaijan 
is not a large country to be able 
to afford presence in all UN 
member states, but at least we 
try to have diplomatic missions 
in in places and countries that 
are especially important for 
Azerbaijan. 

One thing which also must 
be indicated is that whenever 
we look into foreign policy, 
it is not coincidental that 
Azerbaijan chose the Non-
Aligned Movement as a very 
important institution for further 
promotion of our country. Of 
course, this autumn we are going 
to have the summit of the Non-
Aligned Movement in Baku. The 
Non-Aligned Movement bureau 
in New York has already made 
this decision and approved the 
dates. We are expecting that 120 
countries, heads of states and 
government, who are members 
of Non-Aligned Movement, 
will come to Azerbaijan 
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and participate in this very 
important event in Baku. And I 
think that it will be another very 
important showcase of bringing 
Azerbaijan to the international 
map of global affairs. 

I think that I will stop here 
because we have other very 
good panelists who will discuss 
and deliver their statements. 
But returning back to the issue 
from which I started: whenever 
we are talking about the major 
policy priorities as foreign 
policy of Azerbaijan, and 
probably for domestic policy 
as well, I will stick to the idea 
that we still need to strengthen 
our independence. This is 
why we have these lessons 
from 1920 or 1922, it is up to 
the historians to decide when 
we lost our independence, 
or when we were a quasi-
independent state, we still need 
to be very strong on these ideas. 
Tomorrow we are going to have 
our ambassadorial meeting and 
I think that it will be a major 
message to all our ambassadors 
in foreign countries--a message 
stating that whenever they 
have meetings, they will 
still need to consider the 
issue of strengthening our 
independence as a major 
priority. Thank you very much.

Mr. Fariz Ismailzade
Executive Vice Rector 
ADA University

Thank you, Mr. Minister, 
and once again please accept 
our congratulations on this 
diplomatic anniversary to 
yourself and to your colleagues. 
We have an excellent panel 
now to discuss Azerbaijan’s 
foreign policy and I think that 
this discussion should be very 
interesting for all of us in the 
audience. First, it is a great honor 
for me to introduce a good friend 
of our university, a good friend 
of Azerbaijan, former minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Turkey, 
former speaker of Parliament 
of Turkey, His Excellency Dr. 
Hikmet Chetin. 
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Panel 1 - Azerbaijan’s Foreign 
Policy: Historical developments 
in 20th century

Amb. Hafiz Pashayev
Deputy Foreign Minister 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan
Rector, ADA University

Hikmet bey, icazə verin, 
before you will start your speech, 
your presentation, I want to 
present you with a special, 
meaningful sign of celebrating 
our 100 years of Diplomacy. 
This medal was established by 
our Foreign Ministry and this 
medal was made in Turkey. And 
it is very meaningful that among 
the first, I present this medal to 
you. 

Dr. Hikmet Chetin
Former Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Turkey 

Dear Minister, dear Rector, 
members of Parliament, 
ambassadors, members of 
Diplomatic Corps, ladies and 
gentlemen, It is a real pleasure 
and honor to be in Baku again and 
to address such a distinguished 
audience on the occasion of 
the 100 anniversary of the 
establishment of the Diplomatic 
Service of Azerbaijan. Well, each 
time I come to Baku, I always 
think that I’m going to a new 
city because I was the first 
Foreign Minister who visited 

this country in February 1992. 
And, this is unbelievable when 
you see what is happening in 
this country, because 27 years 
is too short in the life of one 
country. When I see young girls 
and boys of Azerbaijan at the 
age 20-25, who do not know 
what Azerbaijan was at the 
beginning of 90s. And, for me, of 
course, it is always a pleasure to 
be here.

This year we celebrate the 
101st anniversary of the first 
independence of the Azerbaijani 
Democratic Republic. But 
another important thing is 
that Azerbaijan was the first 
Islamic, democratic, and secular 
country in the world. Turkey 
became a new Republic in 1923 
and Azerbaijan was the first, 
secular, democratic, and Islamic 
country in the world. Upon the 
solution of the Trans-Caucasian 
federation, Azerbaijan declared 
its independence on the 28th 
May, 1918. Along with the 
declaration of independence, the 
Azerbaijani National Council, at 
that time, adopted a document 
which was later referred to as a 
Nation Charter. The 3rd article 
of the Charter builds foreign 
policy and reads as follows: 
“The Azerbaijani Democratic 
Republic is determined to 
establish friendly relations 
with all, especially neighboring 
nations and states”. This is how 
important the Charter was in 
the beginning of 20th century.

However, the circumstances 
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of that time did not render it 
possible for Azerbaijan to really 
realize this basic foreign policy 
goal. The hardest problem that 
the young Republic faced was 
the division of the country at 
that time. Baku was politically 
separated from the rest of 
the country. The national 
government was located at that 
time at the temporary capital, 
Ganja. During the short month 
of full sovereignty, Azerbaijan 
was faced with internal as 
well as external problems. The 
domestic situation was far 
from being stable. Externally, 
it had to deal with Armenian 
fighting which occupied at that 
time Zangezur and Nagorno-
Karabakh. In addition, Moscow 
considered Azerbaijani’s 
independence as only 
temporary. This was not a very 
promising picture for the future 
of Azerbaijan. In the end, the 
Red army arrived in Baku on the 
28th of April, 1920. The Soviets 
took over the Azerbaijani 
Democratic Republic. During 
the early years of Bolshevik 
domination, Azerbaijan was 
allowed to pursue a special 
relationship with the 
revolutionary government in 
Ankara because at that time the 
Soviet Union was supporting 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in 
Turkey. In August, 1920, Ankara 
still did not have an official state, 
and in the same month, Mustafa 
Kemal appointed his very close 
associate Memduh Shevket 

Esendal as his government’s 
representative to Azerbaijan. 
This was the first appointment 
of Ataturk to a foreign country. 
In 1921, Azerbaijan appointed 
Ibrahim Abilov as ambassador 
to Ankara.

Distinguished guests, the 
flag raised in 1918 was lowered 
in 1920, unfortunately. But 
it was raised again 70 years 
later. Heydar Aliyev played a 
very important role during 
this period. The people of 
Azerbaijan loved Heydar Aliyev, 
believed in him who devoted 
all his life to the Azerbaijani 
people. I had the honor and 
pleasure to work with him and 
to know him very closely like a 
big brother. Today, Azerbaijan 
keeps this peace under the 
leadership of His Excellency 
President Ilham Aliyev. Thanks 
to the visionary leadership and 
reforming spirit of President 
Ilham Aliyev, Azerbaijan has 
become a central actor in this 
region and beyond. All these 
achievements, of course, are 
also a result of teamwork 
and the role of the diplomatic 
service of Azerbaijan deserves 
special mention by Hafiz bey 
and by the Foreign Minister. 

Azerbaijani diplomats 
have been making efforts for 
the betterment of not only 
Azerbaijan, but the world as well. 
I remember when I first came, 
which was mentioned by His 
Excellency the Foreign Minister, 
there was nobody in the Foreign 
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Ministry to write a couple of 
sentences in English. I used to 
bring people from our Ministry 
with me to Azerbaijan to write 
small pieces of paper. As you can 
see now, what an achievement 
they now have in this country! 
This year, Azerbaijan will 
host many important global 
scale events such as the Non-
Aligned Movement and the 
Turkey Council. In addition, the 
UNESCO World Heritage Council 
added Sheki Khan Saray to its 
World Heritage list last week 
during its session here in Baku; 
which was a very important 
improvement for this country 
again. This makes us very happy 
and proud because we think 
that the stronger Azerbaijan 
is, the stronger Turkey is. 
Our strength is in our unity, 
especially unity in regional 
peace and development. Heydar 
Aliyev’s description of the two 
countries as “One nation, two 
states” is no coincidence.

Today, Azerbaijan and 
Turkey are setting an example 
of fraternity and cooperation 
across a wide sphere. I think 
I want to mention that, how 
I think that, the loser in this 
region now is Armenia. If you 
would have peace with Armenia, 
I think that the Armenian people 
and country would be one of 
the winners in this part of the 
world. Maybe there would be 
many pipelines and instead 
of going through Georgia, it 
would be closer for them to go 

through Armenia. I remember 
in December, 1991, in Brussels, 
when we had a ministerial 
meeting of NATO, at that time, 
I think, I was talking with the 
American Foreign Minister Jim 
Baker, and the Armenian Foreign 
Minister Hovanisian. And we 
discussed, I discussed with 
them that there was going to be 
important energy in this part of 
the world; if they were going to 
reach peace, most probably the 
shortest way would go through 
Armenia-Turkey-Europe. I 
remember that we four foreign 
ministers – myself, Jimmy 
Baker, Hovanisian and the 
Azerbaijani foreign minister – 
agreed to have a meeting on 
the 20th of December, 1991, at 
11 o’clock. But, unfortunately, 
late that night, Jimmy Baker 
called me to say that he was 
sorry that Hovanisian did not 
want to come. That was the very 
beginning of the process and it 
would have been much easier to 
reach peace then because when 
you do not solve a problem at 
the beginning, it becomes a 
frozen conflict, which is now the 
situation. 

Ever since that day, our 
Azerbaijan-Turkey economic 
cooperation and integration with 
each other is unprecedented, 
our trade value is steadily 
increasing, mutual investment 
every month reaches billions of 
dollars, and one of the biggest 
investors in Turkey now is the 
Azerbaijani government and 
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business sector. Together, we 
are successfully implementing 
projects and are redrawing the 
energy and transport map of 
Eurasia, for example, the Baku-
Tbilisi-Ceyhan and Baku-Tbilisi-
Erzurum oil and gas pipelines. 
TANAP and the Baku-Tbilisi-
Kars railway are gigantic and 
historical projects. Now, ONE 
BELT, ONE ROAD, I think, it is 
already that this railway will be 
a part of that big project we are 
entering, one of a trillion dollars 
of investment in this part of the 
world. Our unity manifests itself 
in all spheres including our 
militaries because soldiers of 
the two Turkish and Azerbaijani 
armies today are side-by-side as 
they were 101 years ago during 
the liberation of Baku. I do not 
want to go into detail; this is well 
known. Even after the second 
declaration of independence, 
Azerbaijani diplomats’ struggle 
did not end, it could not end.

Today, 20% of Azerbaijani 
territory is under Armenian 
occupation, more than one 
million refugees and IDPs 
Azerbaijani were forced to 
become refugees or internally 
displaced persons in their own 
homeland. This is an ongoing 
tragedy. I still remember it from 
my time as the Foreign Minister 
of Turkey; we were the first 
country to react to this illegal 
and inhumane occupation. For 
that reason, we immediately 
closed off our border with 
Armenia, a loser country. It 

was a trauma for the reborn 
Azerbaijan back then and it is 
a shame for the international 
community that the Armenian 
occupation still continues today. 
No peaceful way to resolve this 
conflict has been found yet. The 
UN Security Council adopted 
four resolutions demanding the 
immediate and unconditional 
withdrawal of Armenian troops 
from Azerbaijani territories and 
they have not been implemented. 
When there is a kind of protocol 
between Turkey, Armenia, and 
Azerbaijan, I think it will be 
very important opportunity 
for at that time, Armenia could 
start to withdraw from at least 
from five to seven of what we 
call “rayon”.  Seven of them have 
nothing to do with Nagorno-
Karabakh, only two of them 
connect Armenia with Nagorno-
Karabakh, the other five are 
100% Azerbaijani territory, 
but still under occupation. The 
UN security council adopted 
four resolutions, and I have 
mentioned, none of them have 
been implemented yet. Not 
only the United Nation, but 
the OSCE, the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation, the 
European Parliament, the 
Non-Aligned Movement and 
other organizations have 
adopted similar resolutions and 
decisions. This frozen conflict 
must be resolved based on the 
norms of international law, 
and the relevant resolutions 
of the UN Security Council. We 
should all stand by Azerbaijani 
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diplomacy in its justified efforts 
to seek Azerbaijani territorial 
integrity with resolve and 
through peaceful ways.

Ladies and gentlemen, 
taking this opportunity I 
would like to congratulate 
the 100thanniversary of the 
establishment of the Diplomatic 
Service of Azerbaijan. I would 
like to thank both the organizers 
and participants of this 
conference. Azerbaijan today, I 
think, can be proud of its foreign 
policy as it is enjoying good 
relations with major powers, 
international organizations, and 
most of its neighbors. I should 
not only praise its government 
but also the capable diplomats 
serving their country’s interests 
in Baku and in foreign capital. 
Thank you very much–it is my 
pleasure to be here.
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Dr. Michael Raynolds 
Associate Professor of Near
Eastern Studies 
Director, Program in 
Russian, East European and 
Eurasian Studies 
Princeton University USA

Thank you, Fariz, for that 
introduction and thank you, 
Ambassador Pashayev, and the 
organizers of this conference 
for the invitation to speak here. 
It is always both a pleasure and 
an honor to be in Baku, and at 
ADA University. Already in his 
opening statement, Ambassador 
Pashayev mentioned the 
remarks that Woodrow Wilson 
had made regarding Azerbaijan’s 
diplomats back in 1919. I 
thought I would start with those 
remarks since not only am I 
coming from United States, but 
also, I am coming from Princeton 
University. And Woodrow Wilson 
had been President at Princeton 
University, my university, before 
he became President of the 
United States. So, I thought it 
would be appropriate to start 
with those remarks which 
Woodrow Wilson gave in 
September of 1919 when he was 
speaking in San Francisco. What 
he said to his audience was: 

In September, 1919, while 
delivering a speech in San Francisco, 
the American president Woodrow 
Wilson said to his audience:

Do you know where 
Azerbaijan is? Well, one day 
there came in a very dignified 
and interesting group of 

gentlemen who were from 
Azerbaijan. I didn’t have time, 
until they were gone, to find out 
where they came from. But I did 
find this out immediately: that I 
was talking to men who talked 
the same language that I did 
in respect of ideas, in respect 
of conceptions of liberty, in 
respect of conceptions of right 
and justice.

And I did find this out, 
that they, with all of the other 
delegations that came to see 
me, were, metaphorically 
speaking, holding their hands 
out to America, saying, “You are 
the disciples and leaders of the 
free peoples of the world. Can’t 
you come and help us?”

Now, my purpose in 
recalling these words is not, 
however, what you may think. My 
purpose is not to bestow praise 
on Azerbaijan’s diplomats by 
citing Woodrow Wilson’s high 
opinion of them, as if to say that 
if Woodrow Wilson approved 
of them, they must have been 
wonderful. Even though I am 
from Princeton, I do not hold up 
Woodrow Wilson as the arbiter 
of all that is good.

Rather, my purpose in 
citing Wilson’s statement is to 
highlight the difficulties that the 
Republic of Azerbaijan’s first 
diplomats found themselves. 
The people and institutions 
that should have been the 
most favorable to Azerbaijani 
sovereignty and independence, 
figures precisely such as 
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Woodrow Wilson, were at best, 
uninformed about Azerbaijan. 
At worst, they were indifferent 
to its fate.

That Wilson made those 
comments in San Francisco 
is, I think interesting, even 
remarkable. It is noteworthy 
that the President of the United 
States decided to mention 
Azerbaijan while speaking to a 
group of Americans in California 
a century ago, a time when 
the world was, in a practical 
sense, much larger than it is 
today. The technologies of 
communications and transport 
a century ago were limited. 
Radio was still in its infancy as 
a technology, and steamships 
were the fastest means of global 
travel, measuring distances of 
intercontinental travel in terms 
of weeks, not hours.  In addition, 
the United States of America 
had not yet assumed the role 
of a global power. If Azerbaijan 
and the Caucasus today are 
relatively distant from the 
United States, they were almost 
incomparably more distant one 
hundred years ago. 

In other words, I can almost 
guarantee you that no one in 
that room in San Francisco 
besides Wilson knew anything 
about Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan 
was much too new, and much 
too far away for Americans to 
know much about it. By his 
own admission, Wilson himself 
had not known anything about 
Azerbaijan when, four months 

earlier on May 28, 1919, 
the one-year anniversary of 
the Azerbaijan Democratic 
Republic, he met Alimardan 
Topchubashi, Ahmed Agayev 
and Jeyhun Hajibeyli in Paris.

Wilson’s lack of familiarity 
with Azerbaijan was not the 
fault of the Azerbaijanis. 
Already on November 10, 1918, 
the President of Azerbaijan, 
Fatali Khan Khoyski, and the 
acting Foreign Minister, Adil 
Khan Ziyadkhan, had sent a 
telegram to Wilson announcing 
their republic’s existence and 
appealing to Wilson to assist 
it as a “defender of small 
oppressed peoples.”

The note apparently did 
not catch Wilson’s attention, in 
part perhaps because it came 
right on the eve of the end of 
World War I. Wilson had an 
enormous amount on his desk, 
and Azerbaijan was remote, 
very distant from Washington, 
DC. Moreover, the very name 
of Azerbaijan, the concept of 
a Republic of Azerbaijan, was 
wholly unfamiliar and difficult 
for Americans to understand. 
They knew Azerbaijan as Russia. 

That is to say, when 
Topchubashi and his colleagues 
met with Wilson in May 1919, 
they had first to explain to the 
Americans that Azerbaijan 
and Azerbaijanis were, in 
fact, distinct from Russia and 
Russians both geographically 
and ethnographically. They then 
expressed their hope that the US 
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and the Allies gathered at Paris 
would recognize Azerbaijan’s 
independence, assist Azerbaijan’s 
entry into the Paris Peace Talks, 
apply Wilson’s Fourteen Points to 
Azerbaijan and the Caucasus, and 
deliver military assistance.

Not one of these requests 
would be fulfilled. The powers 
at the Paris Peace Conference 
declined to recognize Azerbaijan’s 
independence, and they 
refrained from providing any real 
assistance, military or economic, 
to the young republic. Indeed, the 
British forces that had occupied 
Azerbaijan even demanded 
financial reimbursement
from the government of 
Azerbaijan for their presence.

Sheer ignorance about 
Azerbaijan and Azerbaijanis 
contributed to this failure 
of the Allied powers. Going 
one step beyond Wilson in 
the realm of ignorance was 
the US Senate, which in May 
1920 urged Wilson to dispatch 
a United States warship to 
Baku. The Yale historian Firuz 
Kazemzadeh said the question 
of how the American Senate 
planned to send a battleship to 
Baku remains one of the dark 
mysteries of twentieth century 
diplomacy. 

And I think I would have to 
agree. But in addition to the lack 
of familiarity with Azerbaijan 
and its people, there were other 
important geopolitical causes 
for Azerbaijan’s diplomatic 
difficulties. 

The first was that the 
priority of the Allies after WWI 
was not to support the principle 
of self-determination but 
rather to quarantine and defeat 
Bolshevism. Because the leading 
anti-Bolshevik forces, the so-
called Whites led by generals 
Denikin, Kolchak, and Wrangel, 
insisted on the restoration of a 
united Russia across the lands 
of the former Russian empire, 
the Entente leaders, including 
Wilson, declined to back 
Azerbaijan’s independence, 
even though the commander of 
the British forces that occupied 
Azerbaijan endorsed the 
government of Azerbaijan as 
legal and legitimate. And even 
though, as Topchubashi argued 
to the British, the Allies had a 
real interest in having a strong 
and independent Azerbaijan 
as a buffer between Russia and 
Iran. 

The second was that, for 
a number of reasons, the one 
country in the region that 
did command sympathy in 
Europe and the United States 
was Armenia. Armenia, of 
course, became in 1918, an 
enemy of Azerbaijan. The fact 
that Azerbaijan had ceded the 
former khanate of Yerevan 
to the Armenians in May 
1918 explicitly as a gesture 
of goodwill, alas, did little to 
benefit Azerbaijan. Armenia 
reciprocated not with gratitude 
but with war and further claims 
on Azerbaijani territory. Thus 
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Azerbaijan was embattled to 
the west with Armenia, and 
Armenians could and did exert 
at times considerable influence 
on the Allied powers.

To the north of Azerbaijan 
was Bolshevik Russia, 
which opposed Azerbaijan’s 
independence from the very 
beginning and was determined 
to snuff out Azerbaijan’s 
independence and seize the 
country’s wealth and territory. 
It did precisely this in April 
1920, using the Red Army to 
invade and occupy Azerbaijan.

To Azerbaijan’s south was 
Iran, which objected vigorously 
to the use of the name Azerbaijan 
and which maintained claims on 
the territories to its north up to 
and including the city of Derbent 
in Dagestan. Georgia, while 
not relentlessly hostile toward 
Azerbaijan, was preoccupied 
with its own problems and too 
weak to assist Azerbaijan.

In short, Azerbaijan’s 
diplomats found themselves 
forced to navigate a starkly 
inhospitable environment. They 
were surrounded by hostile 
powers, and their potential 
allies were not only far away 
but also hesitated to recognize 
Azerbaijan for what it was: a 
parliamentary republic with a 
real, functioning government 
that aspired to provide peace 
and prosperity to all members 
of the population living within 
its borders.

If ultimately there was 

nothing that Azerbaijan’s 
statesmen could have done to 
avoid the fate of being overrun 
by the Red Army, there were 
many things that they did 
do correctly and wisely, and 
that distinguished them from 
their neighbors. Whereas the 
Georgian Republic let it itself 
get caught up in military conflict 
with its Abkhazian and Ossetian 
populations, Azerbaijan in-
tegrated all ethnicities into its 
parliament and political life. 

Azerbaijan might easily 
have fallen into delusions 
of grandeur like Persia. It 
could have claimed a “greater 
Azerbaijan” that included 
territory from Derbent in the 
north, Kars in the west, and 
Tabriz in the south, but it did 
not. Azerbaijan’s diplomats 
sought only to preserve the 
borders that had obtained in 
1918.

The performance of 
Armenia’s diplomats is instructive.

Unlike Azerbaijan’s, Arme- 
nia’s representatives already 
commanded widespread sym-  
pathy among the Allies when 
they arrived in Paris.  Their 
situation was fundamentally 
different from that of 
Azerbaijan’s representatives, 
who, as Ambassador Pashaev 
mentioned, had to wait some 
months in Istanbul merely 
to receive visas. However, as 
Jean Loris-Melikov, himself 
an Armenian in Paris at the 
time, observed, the Armenians’ 
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demand for an Armenia on 
three seas was excessive, the 
indemnities they sought were 
exorbitant, and the tone in 
which they made their claims 
was importunate. As a result, 
the Armenians quickly alienated 
their supporters at the Paris 
Peace conference. The British 
Prime Minister Lloyd George, 
for example, remarked drily that 
Armenian aspirations had been 
of a rather “colossal character.”

The fact that the Azerbaijani 
delegation under Topchubashi 
left not only a positive 
impression, but a lasting one, 
on Woodrow Wilson and other 
world leaders was no small 
achievement. These diplomats 
demonstrated to the world 
that, officially recognized or 
not, a country called Azerbaijan 
Democratic Republic did exist 
and was led by men with broad 
vision and truly democratic 
principles. Although the 
Bolsheviks subdued Azerbaijan 
in 1920 and took its sovereignty, 
it was already too late for them 
to erase Azerbaijan as a country. 
Azerbaijan had been established. 
And after an interregnum of 71 
years, today’s Azerbaijanis were 
able to revive the project that 
the founders of Azerbaijan had 
started and that Topchubashi, 
Agaev, and Hacibeyli had 
represented with such dignity 
and professionalism in those 
difficult years of 1918 to 1920.
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Dr. Samad Seyidov 
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for International and
Interparliamentary Relations
of Milli Majlis, the Republic 
of Azerbaijan

Thank you very much. This 
is a really great honor on behalf 
of the Parliament, members of 
our Parliament to be here. At 
the Parliament, we have more 
than 70 friendship groups, 
we have a delegation to each 
international organization, 
to the European Parliament, 
to the NATO, Parliamentary 
Assembly of Council of Europe. 
And, each time when I’m invited 
to conferences, somebody is 
waiting for information about 
the Council of Europe; this time 
I’m not going to speak about the 
Council of Europe in order not 
to create more problems for this 
organization than they have.

Today, I’m going to speak 
about our history. I’m really 
proud that today during the 
presentations, Prof. Pashayev 
and our friend from the United 
States of America, Dr. Reynolds, 
have already spoken about 
President Wilson’s remarks in 
San Francisco, but maybe just 
a few of us know that President 
Wilson also mentioned 
Azerbaijan in North Dakota. And, 
just recently our consul general 
gave me this information and I 
want to bring to your attention 
a couple of sentences from his 
speech:

“I must tell you”, said 
President Wilson, “again of 
the experience that I had in 
Paris, a very dignified group 
of fine-looking men came in 
from Azerbaijan” he said. “I 
didn’t dare ask them where it 
was, but I looked it up secretly 
afterwards and found that it was 
a very prosperous valley region 
lying south of the Caucasus and 
that it had a great and ancient 
civilization” said President 
Wilson.  “They knew above all 
else what America stood for and 
they had come to me and said 
we want the guidance, help, and 
advice of America. It is amazing, 
isn’t it?”

Unfortunately, history had 
ordered otherwise, and the 
Republic fell. But it fell in order 
to rise again, to see its flag 
raised again and this happened 
in Nakhchivan in November of 
1990, when President Heydar 
Aliyev raised our flag again and 
forever. History does not like the 
subjunctive mood, but I think 
that if it were not for the raising 
of our flag in Nakhchivan, if 
not for the strength and power 
of the personality of  Heydar 
Aliyev, if not for the unity 
between the nation and political 
leaders, historians would 
probably be writing about a 
second unsuccessful attempt 
to establish the independence 
of my country. In the most 
difficult days, when Armenian 
aggression was devouring 
the lands of Azerbaijan, when 



28

the question of existence of 
my country was put in a very 
serious manner and in a very 
serious way, the President of 
Azerbaijan who came to power 
in 1993 made something, 
something unbelievable. This 
is so interesting that I want to 
draw your attention to this very 
important point and landmark 
part of our history. He not only 
brought together and united 
people in a common rush to 
think about the future, a better 
future, but he made our country 
attractive to the international 
community and business circles 
from all over the world during 
the period of aggression, during 
the chaos, during the time 
when nobody knew what would  
become Azerbaijan. And this is 
really the success of our foreign 
policy, made by Heydar Aliyev.

Knowing Westerners’ 
philosophy, being able to 
work with them, he changed 
Azerbaijan, if  I may use 
President Wilson words from ‘a 
prosperous valley region lying 
south of the Caucasus’ into a key 
country in regional and world 
politics. He not only asked for 
advice, help, and support, but 
he invited the international 
community to Azerbaijan in 
order to recognize Azerbaijan in 
a way which would acceptably 
satisfy us and their political and 
economic ambitions, something 
which is really very important. 
At that period of time, very 
many politicians, representative 

of international organizations, 
said that the ideas of Heydar 
Aliyev were fanciful, not real. 
But, I have to say, my background 
is psychology and the difference 
between an ordinary personality 
and a creative personality 
is background, everybody is 
dreaming, each human being 
has his own dreams.  However, 
only a creative personality has 
the ability to find conjunction 
and unity between dreams 
and reality. And this is exactly 
the case of Heydar Aliyev. He 
came to power and dreamed 
about peace. And, in 1994, 
peace came to this land, the 
ceasefire agreement had been 
signed. He dreamed about 
economic relationships with 
the rest of the world and in 
1994, as already mentioned 
by our Minister, the “Contract 
of the Century” was signed. 
He always dreamed about 
an objective approach to the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and 
literally two years later in 1996, 
at the OSCE Lisbon summit, he 
achieved a breakthrough and 
was supported by 53 states 
and got a paper in which were 
reflected the national interests 
of Azerbaijan. And then, when 
President Aliyev, Ilham Aliyev, 
came to power, he, of course, 
continued the policies of success 
of Heydar Aliyev.

In 2001, the flag of 
Azerbaijan was raised in 
front of the Council of Europe 
Parliamentary Assembly. 
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At that period of time, this 
organization was much more 
acceptable and there were 
fewer double standards within 
this organization. That’s why 
in 2005, in this organization, 
we adopted resolution 1416 on 
the occupation of Azerbaijani 
territories, on ethnic cleansing 
of Azerbaijanis…  In each word 
of this resolution, you can see 
the pain of the Azerbaijani 
nation. But we achieved it 
thanks to the formula of success 
which was created by Heydar 
Aliyev.  This formula consists of 
peace, economic development 
and policy, domestic and foreign 
policy which reflect the national 
interests of Azerbaijan. Today, 
our Minister already mentioned 
Azerbaijan’s achievements in 
UNESCO. My congratulations, 
these are really great achieve-  
ments. And today we have 
the Baku process. Today, we 
became a country where in all 
international organizations, 
our achievements and visible 
progress is seen. We became 
in 2012 a non-permanent 
member of the security council 
of the United Nations. And all 
of these developments, all of 
these things ensure us of the 
sustainable development of our 
country for very many years to 
come, forever. Thank you very 
much.
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Imagine the situation: an 
empire collapses, a state has an 
opportunity to reestablish its 
independence, but immediately 
its borders are challenged by its 
neighbor that almost overnight 
occupies a fifth of its territory 
and turns a million citizens of 
the new state into refugees. 
The new state is surrounded by 
three powers and its region is 
an object of intense geopolitical 
competition between two global 
superpowers. More members 
of the state’s main ethnic 
group live outside of the state’s 
borders than within and, if that 
was not enough, this new state 
is landlocked.  Which foreign 
policy strategy should a new 
state in these circumstances 
employ? Actually, in reality, 
the state–the Republic of 
Azerbaijan-- employed one that 
was rooted into its past, in the 
ADR–it employed a strategy of 
pragmatism. 

Azerbaijan’s realpolitik for-
eign policy might seem obvious 
to the people in this room, 
because this foreign policy 
has brought many benefits to 
the security and prosperity 
of Azerbaijan. So, what does 
Azerbaijan’s pragmatism mean?
It means, preservation of 
the security of the state and 
preferring conditions that 
contribute to security and 
prosperity of the state over 

larger ideological identity 
considerations and domestic 
political pressures. And, so 
that means, for instance, the 
agreement to a very painful, 
difficult and brave ceasefire in 
1994 that allowed the state to 
acquire security. However, that 
decision entailed going against 
many popular sentiments and 
cultural identity dictates. In 
addition, Azerbaijan’s pragmatic 
foreign policy allowed it to 
expand its cooperation options 
and receive support from a 
variety of partners. This allowed 
the new state greater security. 

Azerbaijan’s foreign policy 
succeeded in separating several 
domestic sentiments from its 
practical foreign policy lines. I 
would like to focus on two aspects 
of Azerbaijan’s pragmatism. 
One is the role of religious 
identity or maybe the lack of 
religious identity in its foreign 
policy. Second, is the question 
of the Azerbaijani diaspora as 
an object of its foreign policy.  
In both periods of Azerbaijan’s 
modern independence, under 
the ADR and post-Soviet period, 
Azerbaijan’s religious or ethnic 
ties did not affect Baku’s 
alliances and cooperation 
partners. While maintaining 
excellent ties with many Muslim 
majority states and with 
Muslim-based international 
organizations, Azerbaijan 
has truly developed, maybe 
more than almost any Muslim-
majority country, outstanding 
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relations with countries from 
every religion, every part of the 
globe.  This lack of religion as a 
factor influencing foreign policy 
is quite indicative of the Caspian 
region. For instance, it is clear 
that Christian Orthodoxy is not a 
major vector of Georgia’s foreign 
policy. It’s most problematic 
political relationship is with a 
fellow Orthodox nation. Even 
Iran itself, which you would 
think would have a very religious 
based foreign policy, chooses its 
alliances on a basis of realpolitik 
and not on religious alliances. 

When you see the successful 
results of Azerbaijan’s pragmatic 
foreign policy today, it seems 
evident, but in  1991 to 1992 
this was not an obvious choice. 
Azerbaijan’s foreign policy 
today also has a very pragmatic 
approach to its diaspora. The 
Republic of Azerbaijan is a nation 
where 10 million people live, 
and I congratulate the parents 
of baby Mehriban–10 millionth 
citizen born this year–but most 
of the Azerbaijani ethnic group 
lives abroad  in the neighboring 
states of Iran, Turkey, Russia 
and Georgia. During the ADR 
period and during most of the  
post-independence period, 
during the Heydar Aliyev and 
Ilham Aliyev periods, Baku  
conducted a very calculated 
policy towards its diaspora. 
Yes–friendly relations, yes–
cooperation, but the diaspora 
members are viewed by the 
state as   citizens of foreign 

countries,  and thus they are 
not an object of foreign policy 
and  they should not been given 
citizenship in Azerbaijan, nor 
special status  for immigration. 
This was an essential element 
enabling  Azerbaijan to forge 
friendly relations with most  of 
its neighbors. If the state would 
have viewed members of the 
seen the diaspora as its own 
citizens, Azerbaijan would not 
have been able to forge the same 
level of  friendly relations. And, 
this contrasts with most states 
that actually see their diasporas 
and  co-ethnics as objects of 
foreign policy. In addition, if this 
policy would have been adopted, 
it could also have disturbed the 
actually quite perfect multi-
ethnic relations in Azerbaijan. 
As Prof. Reynolds pointed out 
earlier, this was also rooted in 
the ADR. Even though most of 
the founders of ADR themselves 
came from what they would 
consider Southern Azerbaijan, 
the borders of the ADR did 
not incorporate their cities 
of origin. The ADR founders  
declared  the state of Azerbaijan   
only in the borders north of 
the Araz river, and called the  
young republic the Caucasian 
Republic of Azerbaijan in order 
to preserve friendly relations 
with its neighbors. 

An additional very skillful 
aspect of Azerbaijani foreign 
policy is the separation  of 
domestic culture from the 
international sphere. The 
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state is secular, even when 
significant  parts of the society 
are religious. Will Azerbaijan 
be able to maintain this policy 
of the secular state? Ironically, 
pressure to change this is coming 
from the West. The challenge 
to the secular state and civic 
based identity is challenge 
by the West. Currently in the 
West, there is such an intense 
emphasis on identity politics  
that  civic based identities in 
states such as  Azerbaijan are 
threatened.  A fundamental 
issue of disagreement between 
Azerbaijan and most of the 
states in the West (with the 
exception of France) is the 
secular nature of the Azerbaijani 
state. The model  of separation 
of religion and state employed 
in Azerbaijan and France is 
very different than in the US 
and many other European 
countries—it is not just freedom 
of religion, but freedom from 
religion. Azerbaijan protects its 
secular citizens from religious 
coercsion. In the US and other 
places, with no strong, organized 
religion confronting the state, 
it is hard for Americans to 
understand this model. 

I think it is Azerbaijan’s 
interest to continue to to defend 
its unique model of the secular 
state, which, as noted, can co-
exist with a religious and deeply 
cultural based society. 

I would just say, as a final 
word, especially to the young 
people in this room, you were 

born into a state with security. 
You may take for granted that 
you have homes, it is a given, 
and  don’t even think that there 
is a chance that you could lose 
your home. You have economic 
prosperity that meets your 
minimal needs.  If I can  quote 
Ambassador Suleymanov  when 
urging his diplomats to work 
harder  in the embassy:  “That 
flag came down once, it is your 
obligation, that that flag does 
not come down again!”. Thank 
you!
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Panel 2 - Modern Azerbaijan 
and Foreign Policy Priorities

Ms. Leyla Abdullayeva
Spokesperson, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the Republic 
of Azerbaijan

Welcome to the second 
part of the International 
Conference dedicated to the 
centenary of the foreign policy 
of Azerbaijan. I would like to 
take this opportunity to express 
our gratitude to ADA University 
and to Mr. Ismailzade for 
arranging and for organizing 
this excellent gathering. Today, 
In the morning we had an 
opportunity to listen to the 
excellent speakers including 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. 
Elmar Mammadyarov, Deputy 
Minister and rector of ADA 
University, Mr. Hafiz Pashayev 
and other international experts 
as well, where broadly they 
spoke about the development 
path of the foreign policy of 
Azerbaijan starting with the 
1918. And also, continuing with 
contemporary trends in the 
foreign policy of Azerbaijan. 
But this panel particularly is 
dedicated to the modern foreign 
policy of Azerbaijan and I’m 
really honored and proud that I 
am sharing the same panel with 
such outstanding experts sitting 
right to me. I would like to give 
the floor first to outstanding 

historian of Azerbaijan, 
Mr.Musa Qasimli. Probably 
all know Mr. Musa Qasimli 
who is heading the Institute 
of Caucasus studies of the 
Academy of National Sciences 
of Azerbaijan and he is also 
member Azerbaijani Milli Meclis 
(Parliament). But probably 
few of you know that he is the 
younger Azerbaijani to become 
the Doctor of historical sciences 
in Azerbaijan. He is author 
of many monographs, many 
articles and books dedicated 
to international relations of 
Azerbaijan specially the period 
covering the 1918 and the 1920 
the relations of Azerbaijan with 
Turkey in that period 1920 and 
1922 and also the international 
relations of Azerbaijan with 
other neighboring countries. 
Musa muellim, it is my honor to 
present the floor to you. 

Dr. Musa Gasimly
Professor
Member of Parliament

Çox hörmətli Hafiz müəllim, 
hörmətli dostlar. 1918-1920-
ci illər Xarici İşlər Nazirləri, 
Xarici İşlər Nazirliyinin struktur 
əməkdaşları, 1920-1922-ci 
illərdə Azərbaycanın diplomatik 
siyasi münasibətləri, 1946-
1991-ci illərdə Azərbaycan SSRİ-
nin beynəlxalq əlaqələrində 
iştirakı və nəhayət 1991-2003-
cü illərdə ikicildli Azərbaycanın 
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xarici siyasətini yazdığım üçün 
və Xarici İşlər Nazirliyinin 
arxivini açdığı üçün Xarici 
İşlər Nazirimiz Elmar müəllim 
Məmmədyarova öz dərin 
minnətdarlığımı bildirirəm. 
Və icazə versəydiniz, mən yüz 
ildəki  xarici siyəsətimizin bəzi 
müqayisəli təhlilini aparardım. 
Düşünürəm ki, bu bizim gənc 
diplomatlarımız üçün faydalı 
olar. 

1918-ci ildə müsəlman 
şərqində ilk cümhuriyyətimiz 
yarandı. Bizim xarici siyasətimiz 
1918-1920-ci ildə necə 
formalaşdı və sonra necə oldu? 
1918-ci ildə cümhuriyyət 
yarananda, Azərbaycanda diplo-
matlar yox idi. Çar Rusiyası, 
türk müsəlman xalqlarına 
ikinci dərəcəli baxdığı üçün, 
onları dövlət qulluğuna yaxın 
buraxmırdı və xüsusən xarici 
siyasət sahəsinə. Bizim Xarici 
İşlər Nazirliyi yarananda, 
Azərbaycanlı diplomatlar yox idi. 
Xarici İşlər Nazirliyi sistemində, 
bununla bağlı arxivlərdə 
çox maraqlı materiallar 
var. Təqribən qısa müddət 
olmasına baxmayaraq, 240 
nəfərə qədər əməkdaş çalışıb, 
1918-1920-ci illərdə. Xarici 
siyasətimizin formalaşması, 
o dövrdən, birinci Dünya 
Müharibəsindən çətinliklərin 
gedişində olub, əlverişsiz 
beynəlxalq şəraitdə olub, eyni 
zamanda Ermənistanın və hərbi 
təcavüzün və Erməni silahlı 
dəstələrinin soy qırımlarının 
təsiri altında gedib. 1991-

ci ilə baxanda, 1991-ci ildə 
də bizim xarici siyasətimizin 
formalaşması, 1918-1920-ci 
ildəki kimi olmayıb. 1920-
ci ildə Azərbaycanın dövlət 
müstəqilliyini saxlamağa, əlve-
rişli beynəlxalq şərait mövcüd 
deyildi. Nə üçün? Bunu 
burda xırdalığı ilə izah etmək 
istəyirəm. 

Biri, dünya Rusiyanın 
parçalanmasına, böyük dövlət- 
lərin Rusiyanın parçalanmasına 
hazır deyildilər. Bunun həm 
geosiyasi amilləri var idi, burda 
xırdalığa getmək istəmirəm, ən 
vacib məsələrdən biri borclar 
məsələsi idi. Rusiyanın, Çar 
Rusiyasının, Antanta ölkələrinə 
borcları var idi. Düşünürdülər 
ki, Bolşevizmi tanıyarlarsa, 
onda bu Bolşevizmin yayılması 
olacaq, tanımazlarsa, borcları 
necə alacaqlar?! Bu dilemma 
qarşısında Qərb ölkələri qalmışdı 
və beynəlxalq təminat dövlət 
müstəqilliyinin qorunmasında 
yox idi. Amma, əgər 1918-
1920-ci illərdə Azərbaycan Xalq 
Cümhuriyyəti olmasa idi, 1920-
ci ildə apreldə Azərbaycan SSRİ 
yaradılmayacaqdı. 1920-1922-
ci illər bizim nisbi müstəqillik 
illərimizdir. Və kim diplomatiya 
tarixi ilə məşğul olacaqsa, 
çox zəngin arxiv materialları 
var. Mən 21 il əvvəl yazdığım 
kitabda bunun çox maraqlı 
məqamları var. Bizə, xaricdə 
Rusiya, heç bir zaman imkan 
vermədi, 1920-ci ilin aprelindən 
sonra Azərbaycanın deyək 
ki, Ankarada səfirliyi olsun. 
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Onu ancaq nümayəndəlik 
səviyyəsində saxladı, heç 
bir zaman imkan vermədi 
İbrahim Əbilova, eləcə də 
İranda nümayəndəliklər var idi. 

SSRİ yaranandan sonra, 
Cənubi Qafqaz Respublikalarının 
xarici siyasəti birləşdilirdi, 
1923-cü ildə katiblik yaradıldı. 
Bu 1944-cü ilə qədər kəsildi. 
Hörmətli cənab nazirimiz dedi, 
44-cü ildə BMT-nin yaradılması 
müzakirə ediləndə, Stalin iki 
məsələni gündəmə gətirdi. Bir, 
müttəfiq respublikaların xarici 
işlər komissarlıqları yaradılsın. 
İkinci, müttəfiq respublikaların 
ayrıca ordusu olsun. Bu BMT-
də səs qazanmaq üçün idi. 
Hesab edirdilər ki, ordunun 
maliyyəsi olacaq, müttəfiq 
respublikaların hesabından 
əməliyyat məsələrini Moskva 
həll edəcək. Amma, mən 
təkrarlamaq istəmirəm. 1945-
ci ilin aprelində Roosevelt 
vəfat etdi. Truman bildirdi ki, 
onda gərək bütün Amerika 
Birləşmiş Ştatları hamısı BMT-
nin üzvü olur, bu məsələdən 
xətt çəkildi. Sovet sistemində, 
bizim SSRİ Xarici İşlər 
Nazirliyinin sistemində 37 
nəfər diplomatımız olub. 1946-
ci ildə Xalq Xarici Komissarlığı 
çevrildi Nazirliyə. Və 1991-ci 
ildə bizim xarici siyasətimiz 
nədə formlaşdı? 1991-ci ildə 
dünya SSRİ-in dağılmasına 
hazır idi, soyuq müharibə başa 
çatmışdı, Qərb ölkələri buna 
hazır idi. Birinci bizim üçün, 
bu vacibdi. İkinci, bizim Xarici 

İşlər Nazirliyimiz protokolda 
olsa da, formal da olsa var 
idi. Bizim yalnız funksional 
olmayan Sovet dövründə iki 
nazirliyimiz yox idi: Müdafiə 
Nazirliyi və birdə Xarici Siyasət 
çünki hər ikisi də mərkəzə 
bağlı idi, vahid ittifaq dövlətinə. 
Bizim xarici siyasətimiz 1991-
ci ildə də Erməni hərbi təcavüz 
nəticəsində formalaşmağa baş-
ladı. Qısa tezis olaraq özəlliyi 
budur.

İkinci, dövlət müstəqilli- 
yinin  tanıdılması    məsələsi. 
1918-1920-ci illərdə Azərbay-
can xarici siyasətini həyata 
keçirən diplomatiyanın hə-
dəfi dövlət müstəqilliyinin 
tanıdılmasıdır. Dövlət müstə-
qilliyinin tanıdılması bayaq 
söylədiyim səbəblər ucbatından 
çox gec gerçəkləşdi, 1920-ci il 
yanvarın 11. Burda bir məsələni 
daha söyləyim. Amerika 
Birləşmiş Ştatlarında Dövlət 
departamenti Topçubaşovun 
Parisə səyahətinə $1000 vəsait 
verib, İstanbula viza alınması 
və səfərindən ötrü. Bu bəzən 
bizdə yazılmır, amma mən 
neçə il əvvəl,  arxivlərdə işləyib 
yazdığım üçün, $1000 vəsait 
verib ki, Azərbaycan nümayəndə 
heyəti Parisə gəlsin. 

Bunu söyləmək istədiyim 
başqa bir məsələ, bu gün hansı 
ki cənab nazirimiz də dedi, 
bizim diplomatiya qarşısında 
ən böyük məsələ enerji 
diplomatiyasıdır. 1918-1920, 
1920-1922, 1991-ci ildən 
sonra, bunların müqayisəli 
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təhlili necədir. 1918-1920-ci 
illərdə, Azərbaycan istəyir ki, 
nefti tək Bakı Novorossiyski 
deyil, təbii ki, onda Batum da 
var idi, Qərbə çıxara bilsin. Bu 
mümkün olmadı. Rusiya böyük 
dövlət statusunu itirmişdi, 
Azərbaycan müstəqil olandan 
sonra, böyük dövlət statusunu 
qazanmışdı, birinci Pyotrun 
Şərq səfərlərindən sonra. O, 
1920-ci ildə Azərbaycanın 
işğalında neft mühüm rol oynadı. 
Azərbaycan nefti məsələsi, biz 
bəzən burda gənclərin oturduğu 
üçün söyləyirəm, bəzən bizim 
tariximizin bir dövrünün 
üstünə ideoloji yanaşırlar, 
üstündən xətt çəkirlər, bu 
yanlışdır. Hansı sistemin, hansi 
ideologiyadan aslı olmayaraq, 
bizim dövlət adamlarımızın 
böyük əksəriyyəti milli və dövlət 
maraqlarını hansı sistemdən 
asılı olmayaraq, qorumağa 
çalışıblar. Azərbaycan nefti 
məsələsi, 1921-ci ildə London, 
1922-ci ildə Genuya və Haaqa 
konfranslarında müzakirə 
olunur. Genuya konfransında 
Azərbaycandan iki nümayəndə 
heyəti iştirak eləyirdi. Onun 
biri, Çeçerin başda olmaqla 
Sovet nümayədə heyəti 
tərkibində Nəriman Nərimanov 
idi. O birisi, Parisdən gələn ve 
qeyri-rəsmi olan Topçubaşov 
idi. Azərbaycan nefti 
məsələsinə münasibətdə Sovet 
hakimiyyətinin və müstəqil 
milli liderin, Topçubaşovun, 
Azərbaycan Parlamentinin 
sədrinin münasibəti necə idi? 

Sovet dövləti ağır vəziyyətdə 
olduğu üçün konsesyalar 
vermək isəyirdilər, neftdən. 
Nərimanov da bunun tərəfdarı 
idi. Amma, Topçubaşov 
ifadəsini, sizə çalışıram olduğu 
kimi söyləyim, Topçubaşov 
deyirdi: “Azərbaycanın dövlət 
müstəqilliyinə son qoyan, onun 
sərvətlərini çəkib talıyan bir 
ölkə ilə konsesyalar qurmaq 
olmaz. Gələcəkdə Azərbaycan 
müstəqil olanda, beynəlxalq 
konsorsiyum yaradıla bilər.” 
Fikir verin, 1994-cü il sentyabrın 
20, “Əsrin Müqaviləsi” imzalandı 
və Ümmummilli Lider Heydər 
Əliyev bu layihəni həyata 
keçirdi, natamam yeni geosiyasi 
şəraitdə və  beynəlxalq şəraitdə 
konsorsuyum yaradıldı. Və, bu 
layihənin həyata keçirilməsində 
müstəsna rol heç şübhəsiz 
Cənab Prezidentimiz İlham 
Əliyevə məxsusdur. Bircə detalı 
sizə söyləmək istəyirəm. 1997-
ci ilin iyul-avqustunda Heydər 
Əliyev Amerika Birləşmiş 
Ştatlarına səfərə gedəndə, Bill 
Clintonla görüşdə deyirdi ki: “ 
Mən tacir deyiləm, neft kəməri 
Türkiyə üzərindən keçməlidir. 
Çünki Rokfellerin məhşur bir 
kəlamı var. Neftin tranziti kimin 
əlindədirsə, çıxarılması da, açarı 
da, satışı da onun əlindədir.” 
Deyirdi ki: “bunu ancaq qardaş 
ölkə Türkiyəyə güvənə bilərəm.” 
Və bununla baxın, Heydər 
Əliyev bir çox məsələləri həll 
elədi. O nə idi, soyuq müharibə 
başa çatandan sonra, bir çoxları 
deyirdi ki, Qərbdə, Türkiyə 
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“olmuşdur”, yəni NATO-nun 
Cənub qanadında rolunu itirib. 
Heydər Əliyev boru kəmərinin 
Türkiyədən keçirilməsi ilə, 
Türkiyənin dünya siyasətində 
rolunu artırmış oldu. Bu, Heydər 
Əliyevin Türk dünyası qarşısında 
müstəsna bir xidmətidir. Burda 
Cənab Prezidentimiz rolu 
nədən ibarətdi. O vaxt, bayaq 
da, Cənab Nazirimiz söylədi, 
neftin qiyməti aşağı idi, müxtəlif 
kompaniyalar aparılırdı, 
Londonda, Amerika Birləşmiş 
Ştatlarında ki, bu neft, Bakı-
Tiflis-Ceyhandan keçməsin. 
O vaxt, Cənab Prezidentimiz 
dövlət neft şirkətinin birinci 
vitse-prezidenti idi, Ağ Evdə 
neft şirkətlərin rəhbərləri ilə 
görüşdü və bu neftin stratejik 
əhəmiyyətini başa saldı. 
Bu kəmərlər Azərbaycanın 
təkcə iqtisadiyyat kəmərləri 
deyil, doğrudur bu gün 
Azərbaycanda nə varsa 
inkişafımızda açarı neftədir, 
neft müqavilələrindədir. Və 
bu, Azərbaycan geosiyasətini 
dəyişdi, Azərbaycan əbədi 
müstəqilliyi kəməri oldu. 
Baxın, Azərbaycanın 100 ildə 
reallaşdıra bilməyəcəyini 
Ümummilli Lider Heydər Əliyev 
və Cənab Prezidentimiz İlham 
Əliyev Azərbaycan milləti üçün 
reallaşdırdılar və tariximizdə 
ilk dəfə olaraq neft təbii 
sərvətdən milli sərvətə çevrildi. 
Bu gün də enerji diplomatiyası, 
mən digər tərəfləri TAP, TANAP 
başqalarını danışıb vaxtınızı 
almaq istəmirəm. 

İkinci, baxın, gözümün 
önündə Ələt Limanı və Nəqliyyat 
Kommunikasiya Mərkəzi. 
Cümhuriyyət Parlamentində 
müzakirə olunan məsələlərdən 
biri, mən Parlamentarizm 
tarixini iki cilddə yazdığım 
üçün sizə söyləyirəm, çox gözəl 
bir şərəfli bir tariximiz var. Və 
tariximiz o qədər varislikdədir 
ki. Cümhuriyyət xadimləri 
deyirdilər ki, biz Ələt Limanı 
vasitəsi ilə Orta Asiya ilə, bayaq 
bir gəncimiz sual verdi, Şəbnəm, 
nə qədər xatırlayıramsa, Orta 
Asiya ilə əməkdaşlıq edək və 
İranla əməkdaşlıq edək, Ələt 
Limanı vasitəsi ilə. Baxın, 100 
il sonra bu lahiyəni Azərbaycan 
tarixində ilk dəfə olaraq, Cənab 
Prezidentimiz İlham Əliyev 
reallaşdırdı. Bu gün Ələtdə 
Liman, böyük beynəlxalq 
layihənin həyata keçirilməsi. Bu 
tariximizdə varislikdi. 

İkinci məsələ, Bakı-
Culfa dəmir yolu məsələsi. 
Cümhuriyyət Parlamentində 
müzakirə olunanda, bildirdilər 
ki, Çar dövründə başlamışdır, 
birinci Dünya Müharibəsindən 
əvvəl, vəsaiti ayıraq bununla 
biz həm Fars körfəzinə 
çıxaq, həm də çıxaq Türkiyə 
ilə ticarət edək, əlaqələr 
yaradaq. Bu gün Ermənistanın 
təcavüzü nəticəsində o məsələ 
yoxdur. Yəni, bu nəqliyyat 
kommunikasiya kəsilib. Amma, 
əsasını böyük dövlət və siyasət 
adamı Heydər Əliyevin qoyduğu 
və Cənab Prezidentimizin 
həyata keçirdiyi layihə, nə 
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layihədir. Şərq-Qərb, Bakı-Tiflis-
Kars, Azərbaycanı kommu-
nikasiya mərkəzinə çevirib. Və, 
bir də Şimal-Cənub layihəsi. 
Burda bir məsələni daha 
söyləmək istəyirəm, bir az geniş 
vizyonumuzun olmasına görə. 

Almaniyada, imperatorluq 
yaranan da, Bismarkın böyük bir 
lahiyəsi vardı, “3B” – Berlin-Bakı-
Bağdad dəmir yolu. Bismark 
bunu həyata keçirmək istəyirdi. 
Amma, bu reallaşmadı. Bunu 
Antanta ölkələri qoymadılar. 
Bu gün siz fikir verin, bütün 
dünyanı birləşdirən nəqliyyat 
mərkəzi halına Azərbaycan 
gəlib. Bu Azərbaycanı da bu 
vəziyyətə gətirən, bu nəqliyyat 
kommunikasiya mərkəzinə 
gətirən, Cənab Prezidentimizdi. 

Çox danışmaq istəmirəm, 
sonra başqa bir Dağlıq-Qarabağ 
məsələsi ilə bağlı, 1918-1920-ci 
illərdə Cümhuriyyət höküməti 
bu məsələni, 1919-cu ildə 
Qubernatorluq yaratmaqla həll 
elədi. Amma hansı beynəlxalq 
şəraitdə, bu sualı biz özümüzə 
verməliyik. Hansı dövlət zəif 
olanda, bu məsələni həll elədi. 
Hansı ölkə və ya ölkələr qrupu  
əməkdaşlıqla  həll elədi. Mənə 
elə gəlir, diplomatlarımız, mən 
burda xırdalıqlara getmək 
istəmirəm, bu gənc diplomatlar  
üçün də düşünməyə bir sualdır. 

Və, sonda qonşularla 
münasibətlər. Bir dövlət, 
biz tarixə baxırıq, İspaniya, 
Portuqaliya, Almaniya, İngiltərə, 
Fransa, indi Amerika Birləşmiş 
Ştatları dünyanın böyük 
dövlətləridir. Amma zaman 

ola bilirki, bu böyük dövlətlər 
bir-birilərini sıradan çıxarırlar. 
Almaniya İmperatorluğu da-
ğıldı, Avstriya-Macarıstan da-
ğıldı, Osmanlı dağıldı, Rusiya 
dağıldı. Hər bir dövlətin xarici 
siyasətində birinci vacib məsələ 
qonşularla münasibətlərdir. 
Cümhuriyyət dövrü ilə indiki 
dövrü xırda bir müqayisə 
eləmək istəyirəm.

Bir, Şimal qonşu ilə 
münasibətləri saxlamaq müm-
kün olmadı, çünki Rusiya böyük 
dövlət statusunu itirmişdi, bunu 
qəbul etmədi. Və burda, Qərb 
ölkələrinin də, bayaq söylədiyim 
geosiyasi və maliyyə məsələləri 
ilə problemlər var idi. 

İranla münasibətlər. Bu-
nun biz, bizim gələcəkdə 
işləyən, Şərqdə işləyən və Xarici 
İşlər Nazirliyinin sistemində 
işləyənlərimizin bunu bilməsi 
çox vacibdir. İranın Azərbaycan 
siyasəti 1918-ci ildə, üç 
mərhələdən keçdi, 1991-ci ildən 
sonra, mənim düşüncəmə görə 
tədqiqatçı kimi, iki mərhələdən 
keçdi. 

Birinci üç mərhələsi nə idi.
Topçubaşovla İran nüma-
yəndələri, hörmətli Nazirimiz 
Həsən müəllim Həsənovun, 
keçmiş Nazirimizin redak-
torluğu ilə, Topçubaşovun 
İstanbul görüşləri təşkil olunub, 
arxivlərimizdə də var siz baxa 
bilərsiniz, onun sənədləri. 
İran “Azərbaycan” adına etiraz 
edirdi, deyirdi ki, bu sizin İran-
Azərbaycanına iddialarınız 
deməkdir. Siz bu adı qoymayın. 
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İkinci, İran bildirdi ki, 
gördü ki, bu rədd olur, İran 
bildirdi ki, siz  muxtariyyət 
olun İran daxilində, təbii ki, o 
vaxt Persiya deyilirdi, İran adı 
sonradan qoyulub, 1934-cü ildə 
qoyulmuş bir addır. Siz, İran 
daxilində muxtariyyət olun, 
daxili işlərinizi özünüz həll 
edin, xarici siyasət Tehrandan 
idarə olunsun. O dövrdə, İran 
diplomatiyası iddialı idi. Paris 
Sülh Konfrasına getdi. Paris Sülh 
Konfrasında bunlara bildirildi ki, 
siz burda iştirak edə bilməzsiz, 
burda Dünya Müharibəsində 
iştirak edən dövlətlərin 
konfrasıdı, siz bitərəfsiniz. Və 
ondan sonra, İran Azərbaycanın 
müstəqilliyin tanıdı. Və, necə 
tanıdı. İran diplomatiyası 
dilemma qarşısında qalmışdı.

Bir, Azərbaycanın müstəqil-
liyini tanısın, Azərbaycan 
bir dövlət olsun, və Cənubi 
Azərbaycana təsir etsinmi yoxsa 
etməsinmi?! Yoxsa tanımasınmı, 
Rusiya ilə qonşu olsun, böyük 
Rusiya ilə. Çünki, Rusiya ilə 
qonşu olanda, İran çox əziyyət 
çəkmişdi. Ona görə də, İran 
diplomatiyası, heç şübhəsiz, çox 
gedişli, çox planlı, çox məqsədli. 
Və düşündü ki, böyük bir Rusiya 
ilə qonşu olmaqdansa, buffer 
bir dövlət olan zəif gözdən 
düşürülmüş,  Azərbaycanla qon-
şu olmaq daha sərfəlidir. Bu bir 
məsələ idi.

Bizim Türkiyə ilə müna-
sibətlərimiz. Təbiidir ki, Azər-
baycan Xalq Cümhuriyyətini 
Azərbaycan xalqı yaradıb, 

dövləti yaratmaqdan ötrü 
ərazi olmalıdır, əhali olmalıdır, 
hökumət qurulmalıdır, bu 
qurulub. Azərbaycan və 
Osmanlı hərbçilərindən ibarət 
Qafqaz-İslam ordusu Bakını 
azad edib. Bu gün Azərbaycan 
mətbuatında, televiziyalarımızın 
bir çoxusunda çox səhvlər 
gedir, yanlışlıqlar gedir. Dövləti 
Azərbaycan xalqı yaradıb, 
Bakının azad olunmasını, təkrar 
edirəm Osmanlı və Azərbaycan 
hərbçilərindən ibarət Qafqaz-
İslam ordusu azad edib, bunlar 
fərqli-fərqli şeylərdir. Buna 
istəyirəm ki, gənclərimiz buna 
diqqət etsinlər. Türkiyənin 
1918-ci il iyunun 14-ü, Batum 
müqaviləsini imzalaması, Azər-
baycandan Məmməd Həsən 
Hacınski, Məhəmməd Əmin 
Rəsulzadə, bu Azərbaycanın 
müstəqilliyinin tanınması de-
məkdir, yəni bərabər hüquqlu 
bir sənəd idi. 

Gürcüstanla münasibətlər, 
bizim üçün o dövrdə də bizim 
İstanbuldakı konsulumuz Yusif 
Vəzir Çəmənzəminli deyirdi: 
“Gürcüstanın müstəqilliyi Azər-
baycanın müstəqilliyi qədər bizə 
əzizdir, biz Gürcüstanın dövlət 
müstəqil olmasında maraqlı 
olmalıyıq.” Baxırıq, Ulu Öndər 
Heydər Əliyev Gürcüstana 
bütün səfərlərində bildirir ki: 
“Gürcüstan bizim Avropaya 
açılan qapımızdır, biz Gürcüstan 
üçün şərqə açılan qapıyıq.” 

Mən çox danışa bilərdim, 
və mən hesab eləyirəm ki, biz 
müqayisələr aparsaq, bu gün də 
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bizim xarici siyasətimizin Ulu 
Öndər Heydər Əliyevin dediyi 
kimi başlıca məqsədi: “Bizim 
xarici siyasətimizin başlıca 
məqsədi dövlət müstəqilliyimizi 
möhkəmləndirməkdən ibarət-
dir.” Risklər həmişə var, 
amma geriyə dönüş yoxdur. 
Və Ulu Öndərin dediyi kimi, 
Azərbaycanın müstəqilliyi 
əbədidir, dönməzdir və 
daimidir. Yəni başqa şəraitlərə 
dünya birliyi heç vaxt imkan 
verməz və Azərbaycan 
xalqıda imkan verməz. Bizim 
yolumuz müstəqillikdədir. 
Mən diplomatlarımızı təbrik 
edirəm, sizin yaratdığız tarixi 
biz yazmağa çalışırıq, çalışırıq 
ki sizin yaratdığız tarixə də 
riayət edək ona uyğun yazaq. 
Təşəkkür edirəm, sağ olun.

Ms. Leyla Abdullayeva 
Spokesperson, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, the
Republic of Azerbaijan

Mr. Chetin wants to take the 
floor. Yes, please. Sure. 

Tabii, Türkçe konuşa bilir-  
siniz, bəli, buyurun.

Dr. Hikmet Chetin
Former Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Turkey

Ben, sayın Qasımlının de- 
rin tarix bilgisini çok büyük 
bir zevkle dinledim. Her halde, 
zaman olsa çok daha şey anlata 

bilirdi. Sadece, konuya deyindiyi 
için, bir cümleyle söylemek 
istiyorum. 

Baku-Tiflis-Ceyhan boru 
hatı, benim yanımda, Haydar 
beyin yanında ikən, şu lafı 
söyledi, o zaman bütün yabancı 
şirketlər buna ekonomik olarak 
karşıydılar. Benim yanımda 
şunu söyledi - bu kemer ya 
Türkiyeden gidecek ya da 
olmayacaq- dedi. Onu ben 
söylemek istedim. Çok teşekkür 
ederim. 

Ms. Leyla Abdullayeva
Spokespers, Foreign Affairs, 
the Republic of Azerbaijan

 
Çox teşekkür ederiz, Chetin 

bey. Thank you very much. Well, 
I thank you Mr. Musa Qasimli 
for extremely interesting 
presentation which, I think, not 
only the youth present in the 
hall, all of our auditorium found 
very interesting. Founding the 
parallels between the foreign 
policy priorities of the modern 
Azerbaijan and the first every 
democracy in the Muslim-East 
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic 
is quite interesting. Well, I knew 
it because a day ago we have 
discussed in the Presidential 
Library, when we got together, 
we said that even if you just open 
and read the action plan of the 
Foreign Ministries’ activities, 
especially of that time the Press 
Secretary was Mr. Alexander 
Shipatyov. You just read the 
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action and you see that the 
priorities are pretty much the 
same. Of course, the aggressive 
acts by Armenia, problems 
on that side, the issue of 
recognition of the new emerged 
democracy worldwide, or the 
relations with the neighboring 
countries. But I found very 
interesting some moments that 
you just said that especially with 
the regard of the connectivity 
issues being discussed at that 
time in the Parliament. Also, 
the energy security, it was 
indeed something new that I 
have learned here from you. 
Indeed, the priorities of both 
independent states were the 
same, but I think the main issue 
is here I would refer to the 
verse of our president the Ilham 
Aliyev: “ The maintenance of 
the independence is much 
more difficult that declaring 
the independence.” I think 
our success of the current 
Azerbaijan Republic is that we 
strengthen our independence, 
democracy and sovereignty. 
And, as our Foreign Minister 
said this morning, the 
priority will remain the same, 
further strengthening our 
independence. Thank you very 
much, once again Professor. 

With these words I would 
like to give the floor to another 
foreign expert. Although, some 
of you reading the name thinks 
that Eldar Mammedov, he is 
Azerbaijani. But I have to say 
that he is citizen of Latvia. He 

used to be for ten years, if I 
am not mistaken, diplomat in 
the Latvian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. He has been posted to 
Washington and Madrid, if I 
am not mistaken. He worked in 
both of the Latvian Embassies 
there. But currently, he is 
policy advisor at the European 
Parliament from Socialist and 
Democrats group. Well, at least, 
he used to be policy advisor. I 
am pretty much sure that he 
will remain as the policy advisor 
with the new Parliament. You 
know that we just had new 
elections. 

He is friend of mine, I have 
to say, and he is extremely 
knowledgeable person.When-
ever, it comes to Europe, 
European perspectives, pers-
pectives from the European 
Institutions, especially from the 
European Parliament, I think he 
is the one that can speakü and he 
can give us some advices on our 
relations with European Union, 
particularly with the European 
Parliament. So, we will be very 
eager to listen to you, Eldar, and 
to your recommendation and to 
your advices. Thank you.
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Mr. Eldar Mamedov
European Parliament

Thank you very much. 
Thank you very much Leyla 
xanim, for this extremely 
generous presentation. And, I 
would like to extend my thanks 
to ADA University. It is a great 
pleasure to be here again, for 
the second consecutive year. 
As Leyla, my good friends said, 
indeed, I am wearing a double 
hat here. One is the European 
hat, and another is hat of 
someone who has still very close 
family links with this country. 
As such, I can attest to the 
enormous progress someone 
who visited this country in mid 
80s, I can say that enormous 
progress has been achieved not 
in one hundred years, but in less 
than thirty, in fact. 

 Of course, Azerbaijani 
diplomats contributed very 
significantly to this success. 
As it was mentioned, I was 
representing, I had an honor and 
privilege to serve my country 
Latvia in Washington which is 
where I met Hafiz muellim and 
the current Foreign Minister 
Elmar Mammadyarov. And, I 
saw up close the efforts that 
Azerbaijani diplomats were 
exerting in breaking the ice in 
relations with United States. 
That process was also in a very 
detailed way described in Mr. 
Pashayev’s book “Racing Up 
Hill”, which I had a pleasure of 
reading. So, congratulation on 

the day of 100 anniversary of 
Azerbaijani Diplomacy. 

Now, in my personal 
capacity not reflecting 
necessarily the official position 
of European Parliament or 
the Social Democratic group. I 
would like to make three broad 
points.

So, the first point is as 
we celebrate 100 years of 
Azerbaijani diplomacy, it is 
important to not underestimate 
the fact that the consolidation 
of Azerbaijani statehood is an 
important achievement in itself. 
The starting position was not 
at all necessarily favorable for 
this country to consolidate its 
independence and sovereignty. 
There was, of course, a war 
was situation. Azerbaijani 
Republic emerged between two 
big former empires, Russian 
and Iranian, which Azerbaijan 
was part of at different stages 
of its history. So, this is also an 
important geopolitical factor 
here. 

Domestic disarray con-
tributed to difficulties at the 
beginning of the independence. 
But those obstacles have been 
overcome, and now we can see 
that Azerbaijani statehood has 
been consolidated. The Republic 
of Azerbaijan is firmly on the 
map of the world. We should 
never lose the big picture, the 
context, which would allow 
us to understand better the 
significance of this achievement. 

 Now, from the European 
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Union perspective. Azerbaijan 
is part of the group of the 
countries which are considered 
the countries of Eastern 
Partnership. Specifically, in the 
case of Azerbaijan, there are 
some important assets that 
make cooperation not only 
possible but also desirable. One 
of them is of course the identity 
of Azerbaijan is historically 
society which leans the Europe 
with a very strong secular 
identity. Not only, state secular 
identity, I have to emphasize, 
but also at the society level, that 
is important. 

 Diversification of energy 
supplies is another factor that 
brings us closer together. And, 
the security cooperation, as 
well. 

 Now, I have to say that the 
cooperation between the EU and 
Azerbaijan would have of course 
even deeper and closer, if there 
was some level of normative 
convergence between the EU 
and Azerbaijan on issues like 
human rights, democracy, rule of 
law. The European Parliament’s 
position on these issues is very 
well known. It is reflected in 
the number of resolutions, 
and the latest of them is in the 
shape of recommendation for 
EU executive structures, such 
us commission and European 
external election service. 
In negotiations of the new 
agreement with Azerbaijan, 
there is a number of asks from 
the European Parliament. 

And, it is important to work on 
improvements on those areas 
as the European Parliament will 
ultimately be the body that will 
ratify this agreement alongside 
the National Parliaments of EU 
member states. 

 The second point that I 
would like to make is that, of 
course, the statehood is not 
complete without territorial 
integrity. And, being in this 
country is not possible to talk 
about statehood without taking 
this factor into consideration. 
And of course, we are all aware 
that Nagorno-Karabakh conflict 
is a wound on the body of 
Azerbaijani Republic. European 
Parliament has adopted as 
well on this issue a number of 
documents. One of them is a 
global document on common 
foreigner security policy of the 
EU which was adopted in 2018 
and was broadly covered, as 
I know, in Azerbaijani media. 
And, it recognizes the territorial 
integrity, sovereignty and 
independence of all Eastern 
Partnership countries in their 
internationally recognized 
borders. That is an important 
factor. 

That said, of course, we 
in the Europe we hope for 
a peaceful resolution of the 
conflict. As the war would have 
devastating consequences for 
the region and also negative 
consequences for the European 
Union in terms of shared 
destruction, lost of human live, 
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possibly waves of refugees and 
so on. Therefore, we always call 
in our documents from within 
the framework of recognizing 
territorial integrity, we always 
call for a peaceful resolution. 
And we hope that that indeed 
will be the case. 

Now, my third broad point 
would be the nexus between the 
Middle Eastern situation and the 
way it impacts the security in 
the south Caucasus. By the way, 
like it or not, but the security 
of Europe, south Caucasus, and 
the Middle East is becoming 
more and more interlinked and 
interdependent. Therefore, we 
in the Europe we observe with 
a great concern tension. Also, 
Foreign Minister Mammadyarov 
referred to them briefly, the 
tensions to your south. And, 
the roots of these tensions 
are in the withdrawal of the 
United States from the nuclear 
agreement with Iran. European 
Union as you know has played a 
significant role in securing that 
agreement. We still support it 
fully. We do not at the all agree 
with the position of United 
States position of withdrawing 
from the agreement that was 
working, that was delivering 
on its objective. And, the re-
imposition of extra-territorial 
American sanctions is rejected 
by the European Union. By 
the sense, EU has launched its 
own mechanism that would 
facilitate the trade between the 
European companies and Iran. 

This is a strategic decision by 
the EU, and it will not change 
with the appointment of new 
high representative for the EU 
Foreign and Security Policy 
Mr. Borrell, who is the Foreign 
Minister of Spain.  

When it comes to Azerbaijan 
in this context, we, of course, 
note that the trade economic 
relations more broadly between 
Iran and Azerbaijan have been 
developing steadily, especially 
since the signing of the nuclear 
agreement. Projects such as 
north-south transport corridor 
which unites Russia – Iran 
in which Azerbaijan plays a 
pivotal role, they have to be 
seen positively as this is one 
of the ways of bringing Iran 
closely integrate Iran into world 
economy. And, to conclude 
frankly, we have common 
interest both the EU and 
Azerbaijan in preventing the 
worst from coming in relations 
with Iran. We are helping that 
country to fully integrate into 
world economy and to show its 
true potential. 

 So, as it was outlined, this 
is just a very, let’s say, very 
far from being exhaustive, 
the list of common interests. 
And, I sincerely hope that as 
we celebrate the 100 years of 
Azerbaijan Diplomacy, Europe 
and Azerbaijan will have a 
shared agenda for another 100 
years of hopefully more. Thank 
you!
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Ms. Leyla Abdullayeva 
Spokesperson, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the Republic
of Azerbaijan

Thank you very much Mr. 
Mammedov, shading light to the 
EU- Azerbaijan relationship and 
also speaking about broader 
EU policy in the Middle East 
region and its implications for 
the bilateral relations. Indeed, 
Azerbaijan and the European 
Union we have a mutual and 
beneficial and equal partnership 
developed day by day. And the 
very fact since 2017, we are 
negotiating with the European 
Union a new agreement which 
would constitute the legal bases 
of our partnership is itself of 
our intention to deepen our 
relations, existing strategic 
relations in the energy sphere 
to the all other spheres that 
we are enjoying mutually 
beneficially cooperation, as I 
said But, when we speak about 
European perspectives, it is 
better I give the floor to another 
excellent speaker Ms. Amanda 
Paul, very good friend of mine 
by the way, with whom I really 
enjoyed working in Brussels 
while I was working there being 
part of our diplomatic mission. 
She is the one usually gave her 
friendly advices to us; we have 
exchanged a lot of ideas while 
I am staying in Brussels. She 
is currently geopolitical and 
foreign policy analyst at the 
European policy center, but she 
is also a journalist and blogger 

at the same time. At the EPC, 
the European Policy Center, she 
is responsible for managing 
EPC projects on Turkey, and 
also European neighborhood  
policy and the Eurasian region. 
Amanda, the floor is yours.  
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Dr. Amanda Paul
European Policy Center

Thank you very much 
Leyla, it is also a great pleasure 
to see you here again. I really 
enjoyed working with you for 
many years in Brussels. It is 
also absolutely fantastic to be 
back in Azerbaijan, to be back in 
Baku. So, I thank ADA very much 
for inviting me to be part of this 
conference. I really appreciate 
that very much. 

Coincidently, it was ten 
years ago in July 20019 that 
I first visited Azerbaijan. It 
was also for a conference on 
diplomacy. Lots of things have 
changed since then. I remember 
during that visit that Baku was 
wrapped in plastic because so 
many buildings and monuments 
were being renovated or built 
across the city. Over the last 
few years you can really see the 
fruits of this transformation. 
The city looks amazing. 

For my presentation I 
would like to make a few general 
observations about how I see 
and read Azerbaijani diplomacy 
and foreign policy since 
independence and in particular 
over the last decade. 

First, Azerbaijan has 
really put itself on the world 
map. The country has become 
well-known. This was not the 
case even a short time ago. It 
is particularly important that 
Azerbaijan is no longer thought 
about within the context of being 

part of the former Soviet Union. 
The country is known and seen 
as a nation state in its own right. 
This has been done through 
smart diplomacy, at both a 
bilateral level and a multilateral 
international level.  Azerbaijan 
hosting international events 
such as the Grand Prix and 
Eurovision has also helped 
make the country more known 
and enhance its image. The 
role of other actors such as 
businessmen and Azerbaijani 
youth has also been important.  
More and more bright young 
people are travelling abroad 
either for work or for education.  
Many have joined education 
programs around the world, 
including in Brussels from 
where I come from. Azerbaijani 
youth profited from the EU’s 
ERASMUS programme.  The face 
and image of these young people 
has played a very important role 
in the image of Azerbaijan which 
is I believe is reaping positive 
results. However, on some areas 
– in particular the Nagorno 
Karabakh conflict – promoting 
Azerbaijan’s position has not 
been plain sailing - not least 
because of the well-established 
Armenian lobby 

Now, just turning to foreign 
policy. Mrs. Brenda Shaffer 
called it a pragmatic policy, 
and I would agree with her. To 
use an American term, I would 
say that Azerbaijan has tried 
to walk and chew a gum at the 
same time, in terms of its foreign 
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policy, and has been rather 
successful.  Given the country’s 
geography, since the time of 
Heydar Aliyev, Azerbaijan has 
implemented a careful, cautious 
and smart diplomacy; balancing 
relations with different powers. 
This has not only strengthened 
the national interests and 
sovereignty of the country, it 
has also enhanced the strategic 
importance of the South 
Caucasus. Thereby Azerbaijan 
has played an important role in 
putting South Caucasus on the 
world map. The country has also 
proven to be a reliable and an 
important ally and partner for 
many countries, whether in the 
West, Asia or the Middle East. It 
has become a global player. 

Azerbaijan has constructive 
and courteous relations with 
its powerful neighbours. This 
is not always easy. Two of those 
neighbours can often be quite 
difficult. I am not talking about 
Turkey here but rather Iran and 
Russia which continue to have 
the bad habit of trying to project 
influence - one way or another - 
into the country. This is not easy 
to deal with.  Yet Azerbaijan 
has dealt with this skilfully and 
continuous to do so. Azerbaijan 
has also effectively avoided 
being pushed into joining any 
regional projects, or military 
alliances that could undermine 
or risk its sovereignty and 
independent foreign policy, and 
have so far proved to be of little 
value to those that have joined. 

Baku has developed good 
relations with many countries 
and multi-lateral institutions 
around the world both in 
economic and political terms 
including China. Indeed China 
is becoming more relevant in 
this region, not least due to its 
One Belt One Road initiative.  
Numerous meetings have 
taken place between the two 
leaderships. 

Azerbaijan has been 
particularly careful not to 
become embroiled in any 
conflicts between regional and 
global powers which at times 
can been difficult. Staying 
neutral and silent has often 
proven to be the best solution 
although this is often quite 
difficult to implement.  It is 
often not a common policy of 
many of the other countries 
in this region which in some 
cases has had negative results 
for those leaderships. One 
example was the clash between 
Turkey and Russia following 
the downing of a Russian 
fighter plane by Turkey in 
2015. A second, as the previous 
speaker Eldar Mamadov has 
just mentioned, is the on-going 
crisis between the US and Iran 
which could potentially be 
disastrous for Azerbaijan. It is 
not surprising that Azerbaijan 
is reluctant to engage with US 
policies against Iran including 
jeopardising Azerbaijan’s multi-
billion-dollar infrastructure 
projects. Furthermore, tensions 
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between Iran and Baku only 
serve Armenian interests. The 
standoff between the West and 
Russia is also a far from ideal 
situation for the countries 
in the Black Sea region, 
including Azerbaijan as Russia 
has strengthened its power 
projection across the Black 
Sea region including the South 
Caucasus. Following Russia’s 
annexation and occupation of 
Crimea and war in the Donbas 
in 2014 and the West’s weak 
response, Azerbaijan became 
more cautious in terms of its 
relations with the EU.  

A further success story 
of Azerbaijani foreign policy 
is the strengthened regional 
cooperation in the South 
Caucasus, in particular the 
energy and transport triangle 
that has been established 
between Azerbaijan, Turkey 
and Georgia. Azerbaijan has 
emerged as a significant driving 
force in this triangle. Energy and 
transport projects have brought 
not just positive economic 
results for Azerbaijan, but also 
for Georgia and for Turkey, not 
least with the Southern Gas 
Corridor. Such cooperation has 
also enhanced the strategic 
importance of this region, 
making it more attractive for 
investors.

Finally, as I am coming 
from Brussels, the last point 
that I would like to make is 
about relations with the EU. 
While energy is the backbone 

of the relationship the areas 
of cooperation are now much 
broader. Over the years 
relations between Baku and 
the EU have significantly 
deepened. Still, there have 
been many ups and down in 
this relationship. Things have 
not always been easy. While 
in part this is related to EU 
concerns over human rights in 
the country, the EU’s position 
regarding Azerbaijan’s 
territorial integrity and the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict 
has been a frequent bone of 
contention. The EU has always 
tried to stay neutral and sit 
on the fence, this is not the 
position the EU has had vis-a-
vis other conflicts in the region.  
However, there has been a 
shift over the years of the EU’s 
position and today Azerbaijan’s 
territorial integrity is properly 
recognised. This is reflected in 
EU documents which is very 
important. This has helped to 
cement a better understanding 
between Azerbaijan and the 
EU. The Eastern Partnership 
has also been a good platform 
for enhancing relations as it 
has allowed Azerbaijan and EU 
to get to know and understand 
each other better which is 
positive. Hopefully the new 
strategic agreement which is 
presently being negotiated 
between Azerbaijan and the EU 
will shortly be signed. It will 
further strengthen ties, offering 
a another level of cooperation 
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between the two partners 
which will be of benefit to both 
sides and be a further fruit of 
Azerbaijan’s foreign policy.

And the very last point that I 
would like make is about Russia. 
Of all the Eastern partnerships 
counties Azerbaijan is the only 
one that has avoided any sort 
of serious confrontation with 
Moscow, one way or another 
despite managing to develop 
close relations with the West –
in some areas (energy 
cooperation) far deeper than 
with many of the other countries 
in the Eastern partnership and 
despite the leverage Moscow 
has over Baku vis-à-visa 
Nagorno Karabakh. Once again, 
the fact that Baku managed to 
avoid this confrontation – to 
maintain good ties with both 
Moscow and the West – is a 
further result of the pragmatic 
foreign policy of the country. 
Thank you! 
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Ms. Leyla Abdullayeva
Spokesperson, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, the
Republic of Azerbaijan

Taking the opportunity of 
moderating the panel, I would 
like to briefly touch upon the 
role of women in the foreign 
policy of Azerbaijan, centenary 
of which we are celebrating this 
year.

Indeed, Azerbaijan Democ-
ratic Republic was the first 
democracy declared in the 
Muslim East. Whenever I 
speak about the state building 
experience of Azerbaijan at that 
time, I proudly highlight the 
role of women and important 
place that has been given 
to women in the Azerbaijan 
Democratic Republic. As 
you all know the Azerbaijan 
Democratic Republic gave for 
the first time in our history the 
right to vote and right to be 
elected to women. That means, 
all of the political rights of 
women have been granted in 
Azerbaijan back in 1918. And 
it has been done even before 
many democracies in the West, 
including the United States. 

It is true that women 
historically played an important 
role in Azerbaijani society. 
And I think many of you are 
familiar with the name of Sara 
Xatun, the first female diplomat 
in the Muslim World back in 
15th century; the mother of 
the leader of the Aghgoyunlu 
Dynasty, Uzun Hesen. She 

had intensive important 
negotiations with the Ottoman 
Sultans back in that period. And 
she is considered to be a really 
symbolic figure as a first female 
diplomat in the Muslim World. 

Of course, the decision of 
1918 was not taken coincidently. 
The first secular school for girls 
was opened in Baku, in 1901. 
The public figures of that time 
considered the education of 
women and their struggle to 
social and political rights, as one 
of the important tasks. Here, 
I have to mention the words 
of Haci Zeynalabdin Tagiyev, 
the founder of the first secular 
school for women, very famous 
public figure and entrepreneur, 
philanthropist, who used to say 
that, “an educated girl means an 
educated mother and educated 
family in the future”. It is very 
important that the founding 
fathers of our first Democratic 
Republic shared these values 
and came up with such 
advanced initiatives. Certainly, 
the decision of 1918 to grant 
women their political rights 
have become a sign of progress 
in Azerbaijan. 

Unfortunately, the 
independence of Azerbaijan 
at that time did not last for a 
long time, it ceased to exist in 
1920 and soon we became a 
part of the USSR. But I have 
to mention that progressive 
changes regarding the women 
continued even during the 
soviet period.  Illiteracy among 
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the women was eliminated; 
developments in different 
spheres, including education, 
science and health care took 
place in Azerbaijan. And women 
got new opportunities to realize 
themselves in various spheres. 
For example, I would like to 
mention that the first pilot in the 
Muslim East was the Azerbaijani 
women, Leyla Mammadbeyova. 
Probably not many know or did 
not hear her name. But she - 
the mother of four kids - was a 
brave woman, a living legend of 
her time. L.Mammadbeyova was 
also training pilots during the 
Second World War. And two of 
her students became the heroes 
of the Soviet Union. So, we are 
proud of such female names of 
the Azerbaijani history.

And, of course, while 
speaking about the role of the 
women in the foreign policy, I 
have to mention the names of 
two women who headed the 
foreign policy of the Azerbaijan 
SSR. Mrs. Tahira Tahirova who 
took the office of the People’s 
Commissariat responsible for 
foreign policy in 1959 was the 
first ever female minister in the 
USSR responsible for foreign 
policy. And Mrs. Elmira Qafarova, 
who served as the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Azerbaijan 
SSR during 1983-1987. 

Today, in modern Azerbaijan 
women actively participate in 
all spheres and political life 
of our country, including the 
foreign policy area as well. 

The Law adopted in 2000 by 
the National Leader Heydar 
Aliyev on the new state policy 
on women played a particular 
role on ensuring the equal 
rights for women in modern 
Azerbaijan. The new Law 
ensured that women have their 
deserved place in the business, 
economics and other spheres 
of the society. Currently, the 
female members of the Milli 
Mejlis (Parliament) constitute 
up to 17%. The vice-chair of 
the Parliament is a woman. We 
have also woman members of 
the Cabinet; head of the State 
Committee for Family, Women 
and Children Affairs, Mrs. 
Hijran Huseynova, by the way, 
she was present this morning 
at the opening session of the 
conference.

 Let me also mention 
that two female Ambassadors 
of Azerbaijan are currently 
serving in Bulgaria and in 
Switzerland. 

 And of course, speaking 
about role of women in the 
foreign policy of Azerbaijan, I 
have to mention the highest-
ranking women official in the 
Azerbaijani history, the First 
Vice-President Mehriban 
Aliyeva. She is a modern-
day aspiration for women in 
Azerbaijan, famous for her 
philanthropic activities not only 
in Azerbaijan, but also abroad. 
As a First Lady of Azerbaijan, as 
well us a good-will ambassador 
of UNESCO and ISESCO, head of 
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the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, 
and since February 2017 First 
Vice-President of Azerbaijan, 
she has made a significant and 
substantial contribution to 
the promotion of our country, 
Azerbaijan world-wide. Indeed, 
she is making an incomparable 
input in realization of the foreign 
policy under the leadership 
of the President Ilham Aliyev. 
The Heydar Aliyev Foundation 
headed by Mehriban Aliyeva 
is doing a tremendous work 
in Azerbaijan and abroad. 
Hundreds of schools, kinder-
gartens, parks, historic and 
religious monuments are being 
built and restored. And the list 
of countries benefiting from 
the support of the Foundation 
is quite long. I can mention 
Russia, Italy, France, Germany, 
Bulgaria and many other 
countries, where Heydar Aliyev 
Foundation is realizing its 
precious projects.

 In the end, let me underline 
that the Azerbaijani women 
with their courage and strong 
will, morality and honesty 
played an exclusive role in 
formation of the national value 
system of our society and of our 
nation. In today’s Azerbaijan 
women contribute to the 
highest positions to the power 
because they have knowledge 
and expertise to enrich the 
public policies and political 
discussions. We can proudly 
emphasize that the future 
of our country Azerbaijan is 

being written by the ensemble 
of voices of which women 
represent an integral part.  

That brings us to the end 
of our panel and the end of our 
conference as well. I would like 
to take this opportunity once 
again to express our gratitude to 
ADA University, and personally 
the rector of the University, 
Ambassador Hafiz Pashayev 
and the vice-rector Mr. Fariz 
Ismayilzade for hosting the 
international conference 
dedicated to the centenary of 
Azerbaijan’s foreign policy. 
And, of course, I would like to 
thank our excellent speakers 
for sharing their views and 
perspectives with us on this 
remarkable day and making 
an outstanding contribution to 
the conference. Thank you very 
much!
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